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1.2 Nationality and citizenship
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus 3: Citizenship pledge 
Lesson overview
This lesson explores the meaning and significance of citizenship pledges and how they reflect national values, with a focus on multiculturalism and inclusivity. Beginning with the Australian Citizenship Pledge, students analyse the rights and responsibilities it promotes and compare it with pledges from other countries to identify common and differing values. Through class discussions and written responses, students develop critical thinking and comparative analysis skills. The lesson end with a creative, collaborative activity where students apply their learning by drafting a classroom citizenship pledge that reflects shared values of respect, diversity, and belonging.
Teaching note
The activities are designed to take place over 1-2 lessons. Teachers may choose to condense or expand the activities, dependent on time constraints.

Cultural safety considerations
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them.
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.



Curriculum content
	Year 7
	Year 8

	Literacy: Analysing, interpreting and evaluating

	Use comprehension strategies, such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, monitoring, questioning and inferring, to analyse and summarise information and ideas when listening, reading and viewing WA7ELYA3 
	Use comprehension strategies, such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, monitoring, questioning and inferring, to interpret and evaluate ideas when listening, reading and viewing WA8ELYA3 


	Literature: Literature and contexts

	Identify and explore ideas, perspectives, characters, events and/or issues in literary texts drawn from historical, social and/or cultural contexts by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, wide-ranging Australian and world authors and creators WA7ELICO1 
	Explain the ways that ideas and perspectives may represent the values of individuals and groups in literary texts drawn from historical, social and cultural contexts by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, wide-ranging Australian and world authors and creators WA8ELICO1 



Learning intention
Students will learn the purpose of citizenship pledges and how the Australian pledge reflects multiculturalism, inclusivity and a commitment to anti-racism and respect for diversity.

Success criteria  
Students will: 
· identify and explain key values, rights and responsibilities expressed in the Australian citizenship pledge, including those that promote inclusion, equality and anti-racism
· compare the values reflected in different international pledges, noting where pledges promote diversity, human rights and non-discrimination 
· structure ideas in a written paragraph response, using evidence from pledges to support their comparisons
· work collaboratively to create a class citizenship pledge which demonstrates understanding of shared values in a multicultural classroom.

Key terminology 
· Citizenship - being a legal member of a country with certain rights and responsibilities.
· Inclusivity - making sure everyone feels welcomed, respected, and able to participate regardless of their background.
· Multiculturalism - is a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds. Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. CaLD communities are integral to our vibrant society.
· Pledge - a formal promise or commitment to do something.

Suggested discussion
· [bookmark: _Hlk190687550]What does it mean to be a citizen of a country?
· Why might countries ask new citizens to make a pledge or a promise?
· Have you or anyone else you know attended a citizenship ceremony? What was it like?
· Why do you think a citizenship pledge can help people feel like they belong?
Activity 1: Introduction to Citizenship pledges - Examining the Australian citizenship pledge

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 Australian citizenship pledge cloze.



1. Facilitate a class discussion: What does it mean to be a citizen?

2. Show students this short video of a real citizenship ceremony in Australia - New citizens reflect on becoming an Australian citizen 

3. Discuss the purpose and meaning of citizenship pledges as a promise. Highlight that people around the world make similar promises when becoming citizens. 

4. Distribute Resource #1 and guide students to fills in the blanks by discussing and agreeing on the correct words together. 
· Discuss the correct answers as a class and share responses. 


Activity 2: Pledges and paragraphing

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #2 Australian citizenship pledge
· Appendix Resource #3 International citizenship pledges
· Appendix Resource #4 National values
· Appendix Resource #5 National values TEACHER COPY
· Appendix Resource #6 Cloze paragraph scaffold.



1. Explain that Australia offers potential citizens 2 pledge options. Resource #1 is Option 1. 
· Ask students to predict what might be different in Option 2.

2. Share Resource #2 which removes the reference to God.
· Ask students to consider what ‘value’ Australia is promoting by offering this option to its citizens. Students may offer values such as equality, freedom and respect. Guide students to the values of ‘acceptance’ and ‘inclusivity’.
· Option 2 allows individuals to choose the pledge that aligns with their personal and religious beliefs, ensuring respectful inclusivity. 

3. Distribute Resource #3 and Resource #4 and discuss which national values are promoted in Australia’s pledge. 
· Direct students to tick the appropriate boxes for Australia, then repeat for the Philippines, Russia and the USA.
· Resource #5 is a teacher copy.

4. Ask students:
· What values do all countries have in common? 
· Which pledges reflect or promote multiculturalism?
· For example, Australia references “Australia and it’s people” and “respect for rights and liberties” as well as an optional reference to God, which supports a diverse and inclusive society. 

5. Instruct students to write a paragraph response to the following prompt:
· Compare the values of multiculturalism and inclusivity in the citizenship pledges from Australia and _______________ (choose one other country).
· Encourage students to identify key differences and/or similarities.
· Use compare/contrast words like “unlike,” “in contrast,” “however” and “on the other hand” to show differences.
· Encourage students to use evidence to support their response by using specific examples from the pledges.
· Concluding sentences should summarise the main differences in how these countries promote multiculturalism and inclusivity.
· Resource #6 provides scaffolding for students to organise their ideas.
· Note: The Australian and Russian citizenship pledges are the only examples that explicitly mention respecting the rights and liberties of its people/citizens. 
· Russia is more overt in its requirement to obey national authority. 
· Both countries omit (or have the option to omit) allegiance to Christian religion, making them more inclusive than the pledges from USA and the Philippines.

Activity 3: Creating a classroom citizenship pledge
Collaboratively craft a pledge that reflects shared values of respect, inclusion and community.

	Resources required:
· Student access to internet.



1. Instruct students to conduct research into the pledges of 2 other countries that they have a connection to. These may be direct due to family history or based on countries they have visited or are interested in visiting. 
· Ask students to consider what values are revealed in these pledges.

2. As a class, brainstorm the values and behaviours that students think are important for a positive learning environment and a safe multicultural space. These could include:
· respect for others and their cultural backgrounds
· honesty and integrity
· helping/supporting classmates
· following rules.

3. Divide students into small groups and have each group suggest one or 2 statements that reflect the agreed upon values.
· Support students to share, discuss and refine statements into commitments that the whole class agrees on.
· Consider the opening phrase (e.g. “As a member of the classroom, I pledge to…”) and ending with a unifying statement (e.g. “Together we will…”).
· Once finalised, print and display the pledge in the classroom.

Reflection 
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· After reading and comparing the pledges of different countries, what do you think is the most important value for a country to promote in its citizenship pledge? Why?
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Resource #1 Australian citizenship pledge cloze
		people
	God
	uphold
	democratic
	liberties

	obey
	forward
	loyalty
	laws




	
From this time _________________, under _______________,
I pledge my __________________ to Australia and its_____________________,
whose _______________________ beliefs I share,
whose rights and __________________________ I respect, and
whose _____________________ I will uphold and ______________________.






















Resource #2 Australian citizenship pledge
	Australia’s citizenship pledge: Option 2

	
From this time forward,
I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people,
whose democratic beliefs I share,
whose rights and liberties I respect, and
whose laws I will uphold and obey.​​​
























Resource #3 International citizenship pledges
	Citizenship Pledges

	Australia
	From this time forward, under God,
I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people,
whose democratic beliefs I share,
whose rights and liberties I respect, and
whose laws I will uphold and obey.

OR 
From this time forward,
I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people,
whose democratic beliefs I share,
whose rights and liberties I respect, and
whose laws I will uphold and obey.​​​


	Philippines
	I, (name), solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines and obey the laws and legal orders promulgated by the duly constituted authorities of the Philippines and I hereby declare that I recognise and accept the supreme authority of the Philippines and will maintain true faith and allegiance thereto; and that I imposed this obligation upon myself voluntarily without mental reservation or purpose of evasion. So help me God.

	Russia
	I, (surname, name, middle name), swear that, by taking the citizenship of the Russian Federation, I will observe the Constitution and laws of the Russian Federation, and the rights and freedoms of its citizens; that I shall fulfill my duties as a citizen of the Russian Federation for the welfare of the state and society; that I will protect the freedom and independence of the Russian Federation; and that I will be loyal to Russia and respect its culture, history and traditions.


	United States of America
	"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God."



Resource #4 National values
	Read each nation’s citizenship pledge and identify which cultural values are promoted.

	VALUE
	STATEMENT
	AUSTRALIA
	PHILIPPINES
	RUSSIA
	U.S.A.

	Service
	Commitment to protect the nation via military service if needed.
	
	
	
	

	Equality
	Everyone should be treated equally and with respect, regardless of background.
	
	
	
	

	Faith
	Uphold the nation’s religious values.
	
	
	
	

	Loyalty
	Citizens must support and defend the Constitution/government.
	
	
	
	

	Obedience
	All citizens must obey the law and respect democratic decisions.
	
	
	
	

	Patriotism
	Renouncing allegiance to other countries.
	
	
	
	

	Tolerance
	People are free to follow any religion or none at all.
	
	
	
	

	Tradition
	Respect for the nation’s culture, history, and heritage.
	
	
	
	

	Duty
	Willingness to serve the country and fulfil civic duties as required.
	
	
	
	






Resource #5 National values TEACHER COPY
	Read each nation’s citizenship pledge and identify which cultural values are promoted.

	VALUE
	STATEMENT
	AUSTRALIA
	PHILIPPINES
	RUSSIA
	U.S.A.

	Duty
	Commitment to protect the nation via military service if needed.
	
	
	
	X

	Equality
	Everyone should be treated equally and with respect, regardless of background.
	X
	
	
	

	Faith
	Uphold the nation’s religious values.
	
	X
	
	X

	Loyalty
	Citizens must support and defend the Constitution/government.
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Obedience
	All citizens must obey the law and respect democratic decisions.
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Patriotism
	Renouncing allegiance to other countries.
	
	
	
	X

	Tolerance
	People are free to follow any religion or none at all.
	X
	
	
	

	Tradition
	Respect for the nation’s culture, history, and heritage.
	
	
	X
	

	Service
	Willingness to serve the country and fulfil civic duties as required.
	
	
	X
	X



Resource #6 Cloze paragraph scaffold
	
Compare how the citizenship pledges from Australia and ______________ (choose 1x other country) express different values about multiculturalism and inclusivity?

	
The citizenship pledges of Australia and ____________________________ have some similar ideas about __________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________, yet they have contrasting ideas about ____________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________.


	
Australia and ______________________ are similar because they both value ____________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. This is shown when the Australian pledge states, “__________________________________________________________ __________________________________________” . The _____________________________ pledge similarly states, “_________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________”.  This shows that both countries _________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 




	
Despite this similarity, they are also different because_______________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. The Australian citizenship pledge states, “_____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________. However, the _________________ citizenship pledge states/omits, _________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. This makes it very clear that ___________________ _________________________ is more/less focused on the values of multiculturalism and inclusivity than ______________________________________________.

	
By comparing  the citizenship pledges of these two countries, we can understand that they share some similar values around ______________________________________________________ but _______________________________ approach to multiculturalism and inclusivity is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
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