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1.1 Culture and Multiculturalism
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: The multicultural history of Australia
Lesson overview
This lesson examines the idea that Australia has always been multicultural by exploring the different language groups and cultural history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons. 
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms.
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.

Teachers could consider adapting this lesson to include reference to local language groups and consult with Aboriginal people from the school’s community. 

The Department of Education has information about Aboriginal languages being taught in WA public schools, its significance, and how to access further information.











Curriculum content

	Year 7 History

	How Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the world’s oldest continuing cultures, displaying evidence of both continuity and change over Deep Time 
The development of early innovative technologies by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and how they were developed in different places
The importance of conserving cultural heritage in collaboration with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples


Learning intentions
Students will learn that multiculturalism has always been part of Australia’s history and learn about Aboriginal language groups, innovations and inventions across Australia. 
Success criteria 
Students will:
· describe the relationship between language and culture for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
· explain the importance of preserving Aboriginal languages in Australia
· describe examples of continuity and change in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
Key terminology
· BCE - an abbreviation of ‘before the Common Era.’ It is the same dating system as the traditionally used BC, meaning ‘before Christ.’ Historical dates before the birth of Christ are classified as BCE. There is no year zero in this dating system, so the year CE 1 immediately follows the year 1 BCE 
· CE - an abbreviation of `Common Era.’ It is the same dating system as the traditionally used AD, short for the Latin phrase Anno Domini, ‘the year of our Lord.’ Historical dates after the birth of Christ are classified as CE. There is no year zero in this dating system, so the year CE 1 immediately follows the year 1 BCE. See the glossary term for BCE
· Continuity and change - in History, continuity and change refer to aspects of life or of a society that have remained the same or aspects that have changed or developed over time. The causes of change, or the reasons why change has been resisted and things have remained the same, can be investigated, along with the nature and pace of change and the impact of change. Concepts such as progress and decline may be used to evaluate continuity and change in a time period
· Culture - the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing shared values, beliefs, expectations, attitudes, assumptions and norms formed through similar experiences. Culture is not just about ethnicity. It is dynamic and constantly changing. It is the shared system of learned and shared values, beliefs and rules of conduct that make people behave in a certain way. It is a process for perceiving, believing, evaluating and acting. It is a lens through which we view the world
· Multiculturalism - a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds. The principles of Multiculturalism, as stated in the Western Australian Charter of Multiculturalism, Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. Culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities are integral to our vibrant society



Suggested discussion
· How does Australia consider multiculturalism when thinking about First Nations people?
· Why are Aboriginal languages important?
· Why do you think there are so many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language groups and dialects across Australia?

Activity 1: Australia’s multicultural history 

	Resources required:
· PowerPoint 1.1 7_8 HASS Culture and multiculturalism.pptx
· Appendix Resource #1 Australia’s multicultural history through language
· Student access to devices



PPT slides: 1-3
1. Ask students when they think Australia became a multicultural society.
· Discuss student answers (i.e. did they focus on post-colonisation or migration waves from recent history?)
· Provide students with Resource #1 and state that Australia’s multicultural history began over 65,000 years ago and discuss student responses to this

Optional: The National Museum Australia website provides evidence and explanations about early occupation that could be shared with students.

PPT slide: 4
1. Show students the video  'Who are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders?' which outlines Indigenous Australian perspectives and differences in culture between Aboriginal Australians that live on mainland Australia and Tasmania and Torres Strait Islander culture north of Queensland. 
· Discuss student answers after viewing, emphasising the similarities and differences in language and customs 

PPT slide: 5
2. Show students the Map of Indigenous Australia.
· Explain that every colour and shape on the map represents a different language group. 
· Lead a class discussion with the following questions as prompts: 
· Have you seen this map?
· What surprises you about it?
· Do you think that ‘language’ is the only thing that is different between language groups? What other differences could there be?
· How does the map challenge the stereotype that Aboriginal people share one culture?
· Why do you think so few are spoken fluently today?

PPT slide: 6
3. Ask students why they think language is important. 
· Show the 2 quotes about the significance of language and ask students to consider how language might have more meaning or ties to culture for different people and groups

PPT slide: 7
4. Introduce students to the Gambay Languages Map  and activity in Resource #1.
· Using the map, direct students to find and label the local language near the school and identify the local language centre. They should label this on the map of Australia and repeat this for at least 2 more languages of their choice and repeat for local place names
· Optional: If appropriate, allow time for students to view the accompanying resources for each location and language
· Note: Some regions have chosen to group related languages; if you zoom out you will notice similar colours with the sharing of language resources
· Note: Teachers can access a walkthrough video before starting this activity.

Activity 2: Continuity and change

	Resources required:
· PowerPoint: 1.1 7_8 HASS Culture and multiculturalism.pptx
· Appendix Resource #2 Civilisation timeline matching activity
· Appendix Resource #3 Civilisation timeline card sorting activity
· Note: choose either Resource 2 OR Resource 3 
· Appendix Resource #4 Innovations and inventions
· Student access to the internet



PPT slides: 8-9
1. Organise students into small groups and provide them with either Resource #2 or Resource #3. Instruct students to put the empires and events into the correct order. Reveal the answers to students in the PowerPoint (slide 9)
· Ask students if any dates surprised them and why
· Think-pair-share: What does this tell us about continuity and change for Australia’s First Nations cultures compared to others?
· Optional: students could create a timeline to develop their skills
· Alternative: The Australian Museum has an interactive activity to visualise the timeline using string with an accompanying worksheet to calculate the conversion of centimetres to years
· Note: Resource #2 is a matching worksheet, Resource #3 is more interactive, and requires teachers to cut the cards before the activity

PPT slide: 10
2. Distribute Resource #4 to students and play the 3 clips from ABC Education ‘'Deep Time History of Indigenous Australians'’ on fish traps (#3) and Indigenous watercrafts (#5-6)
· Direct students to take notes while watching, focusing on the use, locations, materials and differences mentioned for each innovation
· Students will then research the other 2 topics (boomerangs and didgeridoos) through a research task
· After students have finished, ask them to share their thoughts on how the 4 examples demonstrate multiculturalism, and continuity and change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia

Optional 
· The Australian Museum has developed the ‘investigating objects’ activity which encourages students to consider how Archaeologists use a range of sources when investigating objects and sites to understand the past
· The ABC has a clip on ‘ancient highways’ which provides evidence on Aboriginal migration across history that could be played 

Reflection
· State that Australia has always been multicultural and engage in a class discussion using the following question:
· Why it is important to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander multiculturalism?
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· How has Australia become even more multicultural over time? Why is it important to recognise all parts of Australia’s multicultural history?
A World of Difference: a toolkit for teaching the principles of multiculturalism in Western Australia [ENG2 v2]
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Resource #1 Australia’s multicultural history through language

1. Australia’s multicultural history began over _____________ years ago.

2. Identify the 2 groups of people who identify as Indigenous Australians:

	


Answer the following questions while watching the video. 
3. Outline what all Indigenous Australians share or have in common:

	

	



4. There are _______ Indigenous Australian languages considered at risk or ‘critically endangered.’

5. Explain what the Aboriginal English is, and what the term ‘deadly’ means.

6. Almost ________ of Aboriginal people live in __________________________________.

7. List similarities and differences mentioned in the video:
	Torres Strait Islanders
	Similarities

	
	



After watching
8. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people come from _______ distinct languages group, speaking around ______ dialects.

9. Today, ________ languages are spoken.


Gambay languages map activity
Go to the Gambay - First Languages Map 
1. Locate and label the local language near your school on the map of Australia on the next page.
2. Choose at least 3 more languages from Australia and label them on the map.

	Language
	Language Centre
	Label

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	



Go to the ‘Place Names’ page on the same website. 
3. Locate and label the local place name near your school. Note the other name for this place (the italic text)
4. Choose at least 3 more place names from Australia and label them on the map.

	Place name
	Other name/location
	Label

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
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Next step: Local language centre
Visit the website of your local language centre and summarise who they are and what they do:

	

	

	



Reflection
Explain the significance of language and why it is important to preserve:

	

	

	




Resource #2 Civilisation timeline matching activity
Match the event/civilisation, which have been organised in alphabetical order to the correct date.

	Event
	
	Date

	Aboriginal cultures begin
	
	65,000 BCE

	Agricultural communities in Mesopotamia
	
	40,000 BCE

	British colonisation of Australia (First Fleet)
	
	10,000 BCE

	Cave of El Castillo, Spain (first European cave paintings)
	
	8000 BCE

	First Egyptian pyramids of Giza built
	
	3000 – 1600 BCE

	Industrial Revolution
	
	2589 BCE

	Kofun period in Japan
	
	518 BCE

	Last Ice Age ends
	
	1600 – 1000 BCE

	Persepolis founded - Persian (Achaemenid) Empire
	
	250 – 538 CE

	Roman Empire
	
	27 BCE – 476 CE

	Shang Dynasty (China)
	
	1750 – 1900 CE

	Stonehenge built
	
	1788 CE



Resource #3 Civilisation timeline card sorting activity
	Aboriginal cultures begin
	65,000 BCE

	Cave of El Castillo, Spain 
(first European cave paintings)
	40,000 BCE

	Last Ice Age ends
	10,000 BCE

	Agricultural communities in Mesopotamia
	8000 BCE

	Stonehenge built
	3000 – 1600 BCE

	First Egyptian pyramids of Giza built
	2589 BCE

	Persepolis founded - Persian (Achaemenid) Empire
	518 BCE

	Shang Dynasty (China)
	1600 – 1000 BCE

	Kofun period in Japan
	250 – 538 CE

	Roman Empire
	27 BCE – 476 CE

	Industrial Revolution
	1750 – 1900 CE

	British colonisation of Australia 
(First Fleet)
	1788 CE



Resource #4 Innovations and inventions

For each of these innovations and inventions, note the places mentioned, dates, uses, materials, differences and anything else you found interesting.

	Ingenuity of Indigenous fish traps – video 
	Boomerangs  


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	History and Diversity of Indigenous watercrafts - video 1 and video 2
	Didgeridoos

	
	 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Explain how these 4 examples demonstrate multiculturalism, and continuity and change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia.
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