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1.2 Nationality and Citizenship
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Citizenship and human rights
Lesson overview
This lesson explores the meaning of citizenship to different people and how the Citizenship Pledge reflects a multicultural Australia. 
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons. 

Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them.  

Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes: 
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment 
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so 
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away) 
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films) 
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson 
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out 
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons 
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.
 













Curriculum content  
	Year 7 Civics and Citizenship
	Year 8 Geography

	The purpose and value of the Australian Constitution ACHCK048
The process for constitutional change through a referendum and examples of attempts to change the Australian Constitution by referendum ACHCK049
	The reasons for, and effects of, international migration in Australia ACHGK058


Learning intentions
Students will learn about Australian citizenship and understand the significant role that it plays in shaping a safe and inclusive Australia for future generations.
Success criteria 
Students will:
· describe when Australian citizenship came into law
· explain why people become Australian citizens
· discuss the benefits of Australian citizenship.
Key terminology
· Citizen - a person who holds citizenship of an entity, such as a country, and who is a member of a political community which grants certain rights and privileges to its citizens, and in return expects them to act responsibly such as to obey their country's laws.
· Dual citizen - Australian citizens may also hold the citizenship of another country or countries if the laws of those countries allow. This is known as dual, or multiple, citizenship. However, even if a person is also a citizen of another country, an Australian citizen within Australia must always follow all Australian laws.
· Human rights - the rights that come from being human. That is, the basic rights and freedoms to which all humans are entitled, often held to include the right to life and liberty; freedom of thought and expression; and equality before the law.
· Immigration - the action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country.
Suggested discussion questions 
· What does it mean to be an Australian citizen?
· For migrants or refugees, how could becoming an Australian citizen affect identity, belonging and opportunity?
· Why might some people living in Australia apply for Australian citizenship rather than live in Australia as a permanent resident?
· What expectations do you think are placed upon Australian citizens that are not placed upon permanent residents?
· What role do citizenship ceremonies play in uniting new Australian with the broader community?
· In your opinion, does being a citizen automatically make someone a ‘good Australian’? Why or why not?







Activity 1: Exploring citizenship

This activity explores the history and purpose of citizenship. It features short videos, therefore it is recommended that you preview and load the short videos prior to commencing the lesson. Alternative activities are provided. 

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 Transcripts of celebrating citizenship stories (optional)
· Appendix Resource #2 Pop quiz - Australian Citizenship
· Appendix Resource #3 Pop quiz – Australian citizenship TEACHER NOTES
· Appendix Resource #4 RIQ 321 Graphic organiser (optional).



1. Write the statement ‘Australian citizenship means…’ on the board. Have students brainstorm answers independently and then share with a partner. Collect responses and record common ideas, e.g. rights, culture, opportunities, freedoms, weather. 

2. Ask students to share stories of anyone who became a citizen, or who wants to be a citizen. What was their motivation or experience?

3. Allocate students a video from ‘Celebrating Citizenship Stories’ or provide them with one transcript extract from Resource #1. Ask students to answer the following 3 questions after reading/watching their allocated story:
· What opportunities did Australia offer them? 
· Why did these people want to become citizens?
· Do you think becoming a citizen guarantees them to feel more Australian, have a sense of belonging and have equality? Why/why not? 

4. Provide students with Resource #2 and conduct a pop quiz about the history of citizenship. 
· Teacher answers are in Resource #3. 

Optional: Teachers could use an application or website for an interactive version.
Optional: The Parliamentary Education Office has information on the history of citizenship in Australia.
Optional: the National Museum Australia has classroom resources on citizenship and the Act and supports students to find out the answer to these 3 questions:
1. What was the citizenship status of all people born in Australia before 1949?
2. What did the Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948 help to create?
3. Why do you think Australian citizens were still thought of as British subjects after the Act was passed?

5. Play students the Commemorative ceremony marks 70 years of citizenship video. Scroll down to the bottom left of page to access the video.
· Optional: After watching ask students to complete a RIQ 321 using the template in Resource #4 after watching.

6. Revisit the Australian citizenship brainstorm and add any news ideas to the ‘Australian citizenship means…’ ideas after the stories activity and the 70-year video. 
· Key messages could include: 
· Citizenship means belonging and responsibility: Becoming an Australian citizen is more than a legal process; it is about fully belonging to a new country and taking on its rights, responsibilities, and opportunities.
· Australia’s diversity is central to its identity: People from all over the world, with many cultures and religions, come together as “one Australian family,” continuing a tradition that began with the first citizenship ceremony in 1949.
· Citizenship creates a sense of pride and home: For new citizens, the ceremony is a powerful and emotional moment that makes Australia feel officially like home, bringing joy and recognition from family, friends, and community.
Activity 2: Who gets to belong?

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #5 Case studies (suggested one case study per 3-4 students) 
· Appendix Resource #6 Citizenship pledge.



1. Invite students to discuss what they think human rights mean to them. Play students the video ‘What are human rights?’ and explain that the Australian Human Rights Commission states that: 
· Human rights recognise the inherent value of each person, regardless of background, where we live, what we look like, what we think or what we believe.
· They are based on principles of dignity, equality and mutual respect, which are shared across cultures, religions and philosophies. They are about being treated fairly, treating others fairly and having the ability to make genuine choices in our daily lives.
· Respect for human rights is the cornerstone of strong communities in which everyone can make a contribution and feel included.
Note: Further information on human rights can be accessed here.

2. Organise students in small groups and distribute Resource #5. Instruct students to read through the case study allocated to them and discuss the prompts. 
· Should this person be considered an Australian citizen? Why/why not?
· What human rights may be denied if they are not recognised as Australian citizens?
· Do all Australians experience citizenship equally? 

3. State that to become a Citizen of Australia people must pass a citizenship test and take a pledge. Usually, they also attend a ceremony. 
· Ask students if any have attended a citizenship ceremony or seen them in the news.
Optional: Students can try the practice Australian citizenship test and discuss their thoughts on the questions.
Optional: An alternative practice test is available on the National Museum Australia website for students.

4. Introduce Resource #6 and explain that to become an Australian citizen, people must make a citizen pledge. This is a public declaration of loyalty, beliefs, rights, laws and commitment to values of Australia. 

5. Engage in a class discussion and students record answers to Resource #6:
· Why are there 2 options? What is different?
· What is the focus of the pledge? (law, loyalty)
· Does the pledge reflect a multicultural, inclusive Australia? 
· Who might feel excluded or included? (included if they value tradition/faith, excluded any mention of First nations Peoples).

6. Ask students to work in groups to rewrite the citizenship pledge. Encourage them to ensure that the pledge reflects Australia’s diverse population, First Nations People and promote equality and fairness, as well as upholding democracy and law. 
· Example 1: “I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people. I promise to uphold equality, fairness, and respect for all cultures and communities that make up our nation”.
· Example 2: “I pledge my loyalty to Australia, and I honour the First Nations peoples as the Traditional Custodians of this land. I commit to respecting all cultures and working together for fairness and justice”.
· Example 3: “As an Australian citizen, I pledge to stand against racism, to respect diversity, and to live by the values of equality, freedom, and democracy”.
· Example 4: “I pledge my loyalty to Australia and all who call it home. I celebrate our diversity, respect the First Nations peoples, and commit to building a fair and inclusive future for everyone”.

Optional
· Conduct a class debate using the following statement: 
· Being an Australian and identifying as an Australian is more about the values you uphold than where you were born. 
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· Students can write a letter welcoming a new citizen to Australia or to a politician with recommendations on how to improve the citizenship pledge to be more representative of multicultural Australia.
A World of Difference: a toolkit for teaching the principles of multiculturalism in Western Australia [ENG2 v2]
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Resource #1 Transcripts of celebrating stories videos
2025 National Citizenship and Flag Raising Ceremony   


The Alozie Chidi Family  
We are from the southern part of Nigeria. We came to Australia in 2018 as international students. Becoming an Australian citizen has been a very wonderful, beautiful journey with different people, beautiful people, nice people, kind people. It's taken us about six and a half years to get to this point. And for me it's awesome. I will celebrate my Australian Day as a Citizen of Australia!


Flora Dale
I came from Brazil. I moved to Canberra to study at CIT, childcare. Then I met my husband and… yeah, still here. My biggest dream was to have a family, to have children. We had Sophia. Lucas arrived three years after. My family here, they are all Australians. And I wasn't. The citizenship, it means that I finally am joining officially the crew. 


Felix Weihs
I come from the south of Germany. I came to Australia seven years ago for a fellowship at the CSIRO and then fell in love with the country and decided to stay. I'm living here together with my partner Lauren, who is an Australian and our adopted greyhound Larry. I really like the laid-back attitude of Australians and the really excellent coffee culture. The journey to citizenship was long and challenging, to be honest, but at the end rewarding. 


The Enriquez Galut Family
Me and my family were born and raised in the Philippines. I came work to Australia in 2017 to work as a panel beater. And then after a year my wife followed me here. Then in 2021 my two kids followed us here, so we can be united family here in Australia. Becoming Australian citizen was really… means a lot to us and being part of the community. We are happy and we are complete. 


Kawsihen Elankumaran
I was born in Sri Lanka. I moved to Australia in 2018 to pursue my PhD because I knew Australia was an excellent place for research and innovation. I'm a research fellow in space engineering. I'm engaged in the research on space flight mechanics. Becoming an Australian citizen means becoming a part of a society that's friendly, fair, and helpful. I hope my future research helps propel Australia's journey in space. So, I'm looking forward to my contributions in that regard. 


The Hoang Family
We are from north part of Vietnam. We came to Australia to pursue our master’s degree. We loved Australia and we decide to stay. We've been lucky enough to live in few different parts of Australia, five years in Melbourne, four years in Alice Spring, and over two years now in Canberra. Our journey to Australian citizenship is one of the best journeys in my life. 


Emilien Bouteiller
I'm obviously from France. You could have guessed with my accent. I initially came to Australia for holidays. What began with a short trip is now 10 years long journey. My favourite thing about Australia is the people. I'd say it means a lot to become Australian. I never thought I would be here 10 years later. My daughter is Australian, and I just want to be part of the journey with her, and now I get to be part of the community and society as well. 



The Purcell Harden Family
I'm from the United States originally, was born in Salt Lake City. We actually went to the same high school together. We originally came to Australia in 2015 and we've been here ever since. Since coming to Australia, I've started beekeeping and it's been a wonderful experience. And you've got quite the hobby. I am a musician, so I play a cornet. And then I do a tabletop game design as a hobby where I make my own board games. I'd say that our journey to Australian citizenship has been one of joining a new community. We really have found that this is our new home.


The Viswanathan Saravanan Family
My husband Deepuk and myself, we were born in India. I came to pursue my masters [degree] here, master’s in civil engineering. I happened to study in the University of Newcastle and then I met Deepuk. Just right before my daughter was born, we moved to Canberra and since then we've been living here for four years now. She's the only person who doesn't feel very cold. She's the only one who is so used to the Canberra weather. Becoming an Australian citizen is a big privilege for us. We get to be part of everything now. We just love being here, being an Australian citizen, this is all what we want.


Amber Wilson
I was born in South Africa. I moved to Australia about six years ago. I was in a long-distance relationship with my now husband, so I moved to be together. Since moving to Australia, we got married, then we bought a house, and we got a dog and then we got a baby. My biggest life achievements so far have all been since moving to Australia. So, I think I'm ready to become a citizen. 




Resource #2 Pop quiz - Australian citizenship
1. When was Australian citizenship established? 
a) 1788
b) 1901
c) 1949
d) 1984
2. How many people became Australian citizens in the first year after the Nationality and Citizenship Act became law?
a) ~ 250
b) ~ 2,500
c) ~ 3,200
d) ~ 32,000.
3. Which British Commonwealth country was the first to implement its own citizenship act?
a) Australia
b) Canada
c) New Zealand
d) South Africa.

4. What nationality were the first Australian citizens in 1949?
a) Italian, Polish, Greek, German, Yugoslav
b) Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese, Korean
c) Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, Bangladeshi
d) British, Irish, Canadian, New Zealander.
5. How many people become Australian citizens each week now?
a) ~250
b) ~2,500
c) ~3,200
d) ~32,000.
6. Between 1 July 2024 and 30 June 2025, what were the top 4 countries of nationality for new Australian citizens?
a) New Zealand, China, South Africa, Nepal
b) India, United Kingdom, Vietnam, New Zealand
c) Iraq, South Africa, Philippines, China
d) New Zealand, India, United Kingdom, Philippines.
Resource #3 Pop quiz - Australian citizenship TEACHER COPY 
	Question
	Notes

	1. When was Australian citizenship established? 
c) 1949
	When Australia became a nation in 1901 there was no Australian citizenship. Australians were considered British subjects. Large-scale immigration after the Second World War from Commonwealth and non-Commonwealth countries led to confusion about the citizenship status of Australians. The Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948 (renamed the Australian Citizenship Act 1948 in 1973) created Australian citizenship and set the rules for how people could become citizens. It came into effect/passed as a law on 26 January 1949. 
Source: Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948 - Parliamentary Education Office

	2. How many people became Australian citizens in 1949?
b) Around than 2,500
	In 1949, during the inaugural year of the Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948, Australian citizenship was granted to 2,493 people from just over 35 different nationalities.
Source: Australian citizenship statistics

	3. Which British Commonwealth country was the first to implement its own citizenship act?
b) Canada
	The Canadian government in 1946 was the first in the British Commonwealth to implement its own citizenship act. This led to the British Commonwealth Conference on Nationality and Citizenship in London from 3 February 1947 and eventually the passing of the British Nationality Act 1948, the British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act 1948, the South African Citizenship Act 1949, and in Australia, the Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948. Source: Citizenship Act | National Museum of Australia

	4. Which migrant groups were among the earliest to become Australian citizens in 1949?
a) Italian, Polish, Greek, German, Yugoslav
	The top 5 nationalities (and number of grants) at that time according to the Australian Yearbook 1953, ABS were: Italian (708); Polish (597); Greek (276); German (225); Yugoslav (80)
Source: Australian citizenship statistics

	5. How many people become Australian citizens each week now?
c) ~3,200
	In 2024-25, a total of 165,193 people became Australian citizens by conferral, representing over 190 different nationalities.
Source: Australian citizenship statistics

	6. Between 1 July 2024 and 30 June 2025, what were the top 4 countries of nationality for new Australian citizens?
d) New Zealand, India, United Kingdom, Philippines. 
	· New Zealand – 33,103
· India – 23,015
· UK – 12,674
· Philippines – 8,517

Top 10: Australian citizenship statistics





Resource #4 RIQ 321 graphic organiser
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Resource #5 Case studies 


Case Study 1: The Refugee Seeking Asylum
Amina is 15 years old. She and her family fled their home country because of war. They arrived in Australia by boat in 2013 and were placed in a detention centre. After years of waiting, her family was given a Temporary Protection Visa, which lets them live in Australia but does not give them permanent residency or citizenship. Amina wants to become a doctor in Australia, but without permanent residency or citizenship, she cannot access the same education support as her Australian-born friends.

Discussion prompts:

Should Amina be able to apply for citizenship? Why or why not?

How might not being a citizen affect her opportunities and sense of belonging?
What human rights might be at risk in her situation?





Case Study 2: Child Born in Australia to Migrant Parents
Diego was born in Sydney in 2008. His parents came from Chile in 2006 on student visas and later became permanent residents. Diego has lived in Australia his whole life, goes to a local high school, and plays soccer for his town team. Because he was born in Australia to permanent resident parents, he automatically became an Australian citizen at birth. His cousin, who was also born in Australia but whose parents were still on temporary visas, did not.
Discussion prompts: 

Should being born in Australia always mean automatic citizenship?
Is it fair that Diego and his cousin have different rights, even though they were both born here?
How does this case show the difference between residency and citizenship?




Case Study 3: Long-Term Resident without Citizenship
Fatima is 42. She migrated from Malaysia to Australia in 1995 to study nursing and has lived here ever since. She has worked, paid taxes, raised children, and is very active in her local community. However, she never applied for citizenship — she only holds permanent residency. When she is called for jury duty, she cannot serve because she is not a citizen. She also cannot vote in federal elections.

Discussion prompts: 

Should Fatima have the same rights as citizens since she has lived in Australia for decades?
What reasons might someone have for not applying for citizenship?
Does permanent residency give someone enough “belonging” in Australia, or is citizenship necessary?



Case Study 4: First Nations people before the 1967 Referendum
Before 1967, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples were not fully counted as citizens in Australia. They were excluded from the Census, and the federal government did not have power to make laws for them. Many Aboriginal people were denied rights that other Australians had, such as the right to vote in some states, equal wages, or access to education. The 1967 Referendum changed the Constitution so Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples could be counted and included in federal laws.

Discussion prompts:

How might it have felt to live in your own land but not be recognised as a full citizen?
How does this case show that citizenship and rights can change over time?
What lessons can Australians today learn from this part of history?






Case Study 5: Dual Citizenship
Arun was born in India but moved to Australia when he was 10. He became an Australian citizen at 16 but also kept his Indian citizenship. Now 22, he can travel freely between the two countries. However, when Arun wants to apply for a job in the Australian Defence Force, he is told he must give up his Indian citizenship to qualify.

Discussion prompts: 

What are the advantages of dual citizenship?

Why might some jobs or responsibilities require only Australian citizenship?
Should people have to give up part of their identity to take part fully in Australian society?





Case Study 6: The Stateless Teenager
Nadia is 16. She was born on a boat while her parents were fleeing their home country, which does not recognise her as a citizen because she was not born there. Because she was not born in Australia either, she is not automatically an Australian citizen. This means Nadia is “stateless” — she does not officially belong to any country. She lives in Melbourne, goes to school, and dreams of being a lawyer, but her family’s visa status is uncertain. Without citizenship, she cannot get a passport or travel freely, and her future is unclear.

Discussion prompts: 

Should children like Nadia be granted citizenship in the country they grow up in?
What challenges might Nadia face, compared to her classmates?
How does being “stateless” highlight the importance of citizenship and human rights?






Resource #6 Citizenship pledge

	Pledge 1
	Pledge 2

	From this time forward, under God,
I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people,
whose democratic beliefs I share,
whose rights and liberties I respect, and
whose laws I will uphold and obey.
	From this time forward,
I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people,
whose democratic beliefs I share,
whose rights and liberties I respect, and
whose laws I will uphold and obey.



1. What is different between the pledges? Why do you think there are 2 options?
	

	

	

	


2. Outline the focus of the pledge.
	

	

	

	


3. Does the pledge reflect a multicultural, inclusive Australia? Why? Why not?
	

	

	

	

	


4. Who might feel excluded or included? 
	

	

	

	

	


5. Write a new pledge that:
· celebrates multicultural Australia and diversity
· respects First Nations peoples
· includes anything else you think is important or significant. 
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