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1.5 Australian diaspora and third culture generations
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Cultural identity
Lesson overview
This lesson explores the ever-shifting diaspora of Australia and the waves of migration that have contributed to Australia being one of the most multicultural countries in the world.
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons. 
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. 
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes: 
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment 
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so 
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away) 
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films) 
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson 
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out 
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons 
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.



















Curriculum content
  
	Geography

	Year 7
	Year 8

	The factors that influence the decisions people make about where to live and their perceptions of the liveability of places ACHGK043
The influence of accessibility to services and facilities on the liveability of places ACHGK044
	The reasons for, and effects of, international migration in Australia ACHGK058


Learning intentions
Students will learn about Australian identity and understand the significant impact that globalisation has had in shaping Australia throughout history.
Success criteria 
Students will:
· describe the concept of diaspora 
· explain the concept of a third culture
· explain how different diasporas have contributed the advancement of Australia.
Key terminology
· Culture - the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing shared values, beliefs, expectations, attitudes, assumptions and norms formed through similar experiences. Culture is not just about ethnicity. It is dynamic and constantly changing. It is the shared system of learned and shared values, beliefs and rules of conduct that make people behave in a certain way. It is a process for perceiving, believing, evaluating and acting. It is a lens through which we view the world.
· Diaspora - refers to the dispersion or spread of a group of people from their original homeland to other parts of the world. It often describes communities that maintain a connection, cultural, emotional, or political, to their place of origin, even while living elsewhere.
· Disconnection - this refers to the emotional, social, or cultural separation that individuals or communities may experience when moving to a new country, such as Australia. This can manifest as a loss of connection to one's homeland, language, traditions, or community networks, and may also include feelings of isolation or exclusion from the dominant culture in the host society. Disconnection can be caused by barriers such as racism, lack of cultural understanding, limited access to support services, or systemic inequalities that prevent full participation in social, economic, or civic life.
· Estrangement - this refers to the deep sense of alienation or emotional detachment that individuals may feel when they are unable to connect with either their culture of origin or the dominant culture of their new country. For migrants to Australia, estrangement can arise when cultural values, language, or social norms differ significantly from those of the host society, leading to feelings of being misunderstood, excluded, or "in-between" cultures.
· Migrants - people who arrive in a country from another to settle permanently. In Australia, the following terms are used to differentiate between people who settle in Australia through two immigration programs.
· Multiculturalism - a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds. The principles of Multiculturalism, as stated in the Western Australian Charter of Multiculturalism, Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. CALD communities are integral to our vibrant society.


· Third culture - a blended cultural identity that emerges when individuals, especially children of migrants, grow up or live between two or more distinct cultures. In the Australian context, this often describes people who are influenced both by their family's heritage culture and by the dominant Australian culture, resulting in a unique, hybrid identity. Third culture individuals may not feel fully part of either their ancestral culture or the mainstream culture but instead develop a sense of belonging to a new, shared cultural space that incorporates elements of both.
· Nationality - the country of birth or citizenship. Nationality is sometimes used to mean ethnicity, although the two are technically different. People can share the same nationality but be of different ethnic groups and people who share an ethnic identity can be of different nationalities. The importance of this distinction can be seen in language services.
Suggested discussion 
· What is your understanding of the term diaspora?
· What do you believe some of the key motivators could be for migrants or refugees seeking to move to Australia?
· How could someone identify with more than one culture?
· What challenges may people moving to Australia to experience?
· What are some examples of cultural practices that international cultures have brought to Australia?
Activity 1: The Boat
Students will explore The Boat, an interactive fictional graphic novel based on Nam Le’s powerful short story as a refugee who fled Vietnam during the end of the Vietnam War.

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 The Boat worksheet
· Appendix Resource #2 The Boat TEACHER COPY
· Student access to devices and headphones (optional).


1. Provide students with Resource #1 and direct them to The Boat website: https://www.sbs.com.au/theboat/. Alternatively, project the story and present to students.

2. Instruct students that in this activity they will be exploring a fictional story written by Nam Le about a young girl called Mai as she escapes from Vietnam toward the end of the Vietnam War. Contextual information about includes:
· Nam Le was born in Vietnam in 1978 and came to Australia with his parents as a baby refugee after the Vietnam War
· He grew up in Melbourne, where he went to school and later studied Arts and Law at the University of Melbourne
· His first book, The Boat, is a collection of short stories that explore themes like migration, identity, family, and belonging. It won many international awards and has been translated into multiple languages
· Nam Le has said that he is deeply inspired by his parents’ sacrifices and the journey they made to give him a better life
· Optional: Show a short video that depicts graphic artist Matt Huynh discuss his passion depicting issues around humanitarian issues, refugees and his own personal and family identity.

3. Once students have completed the worksheet, review answers using Resource #2.



Activity 2: Source analysis

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #3 Creating a Nation case study 
· Appendix Resource #4 Creating a Nation case study TEACHER COPY
· Appendix Resource #5 Debate prompts.



1. Ask students:
· what significant historical event ended in 1945? World War II
· if they have ever heard of the child migration scheme of 1947? 

2. Inform students that between 1947 and 1953 more than 3200 children migrated to Australia under approved schemes. About 100 of these children were from Malta and the others were from the United Kingdom.

3. Provide students with a copy of Resource #3. Play students the Creating a Nation - Peter Bennett story video. Instruct students to complete the worksheet as they watch the video. Alternatively, students can complete the worksheet after viewing the video.

4. Use Resource #4 to discuss student responses, and the following prompts:
· What surprised you about Peter’s journey?
· How do you think Peter’s experience compares to other migrants?
· What does this story tell us about Australia's migration history and identity?

5. Direct students to select at least one of the 6 debate statements in Resource #5 in pairs or small groups. Teachers can assign sides or allow students to choose. 
· Each pair or group should identify 1–3 key points to support their position. Encourage students to use evidence from Peter’s story and The Boat
· Encourage students to alternate between sides to allow each group to present one point at a time. Teachers can use a timer to keep the activity moving and allow time for all students to share

6. Introduce students to the definitions of diaspora and third-culture from the key terminology list. Ask students how the activities link to these terms and the experiences of migrants and why they are important to acknowledge. 

Reflection
· What part of a new culture might be hard to accept when moving to Australia?
· What should Australia do to help migrants feel a sense of belonging in their new communities?
· How is it possible to belong to more than one culture at the same time?
· How can growing up in a 'third culture' give young people an advantage in understanding others?
· How could someone born in Australia still feel estranged from Australian culture?
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· What can schools do to celebrate the cultural identities of students from migrant backgrounds?
A World of Difference: a toolkit for teaching the principles of multiculturalism in Western Australia [ENG2 v2]
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Resource #1 The Boat worksheet

1. How do you think Mai felt leaving her home and family behind? Consider the emotions that someone might experience in that situation.

	

	



2. What parts of the story show Mai feeling disconnected or estranged from others or her surroundings?

	

	

	



3. Why do you think the author chose to tell this story through an interactive graphic novel? Consider how it affects your understanding of Mai’s journey.

	

	



4. List moments in the story where Mai shows strength or resilience.

	

	



5. Do you think Mai will feel like she belongs in Australia? Explain your answer.

	



6. What challenges might Mai face in building a new life?

	

	



7. If you were in Mai’s position, what parts of your culture would you want to hold onto?

	

	



8. How does this story help us understand the experiences of refugees and migrants in Australia today?

	

	

	


9. 

Resource #2 The Boat TEACHER COPY
1. How do you think Mai felt leaving her home and family behind?
Mai likely felt scared, lonely, and uncertain about what would happen next. Leaving everything familiar behind can make someone feel like they’ve lost part of who they are.
2. What parts of the story show Mai feeling disconnected or estranged from others or her surroundings?
Mai often feels alone on the boat, surrounded by strangers and unable to speak freely or feel safe. The harsh conditions and lack of comfort make her feel far from the life she once knew.
3. Why do you think the author chose to tell this story through an interactive graphic novel?
The interactive format helps readers feel the tension and emotion of Mai’s journey more deeply. It uses visuals, sound, and movement to make her experience more real and powerful.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk214445631]List moments in the story where Mai shows strength or resilience.
Mai keeps going even when she’s sick, scared, and unsure of the future. Her ability to survive and stay hopeful shows her inner strength.
5. Do you think Mai will feel like she belongs in Australia? Explain your answer.
It might take time, but with support and understanding, Mai could find a sense of belonging. Making friends and learning the culture could help her feel more at home.
6. What challenges might Mai face in building a new life?
Mai might struggle with language, fitting in at school, and missing her family and culture. She may also face prejudice or feel different from others around her.
7. If you were in Mai’s position, what parts of your culture would you want to hold onto?
I would want to keep my language, traditions, and family stories because they remind me of who I am. These things help me stay connected to my roots even in a new place.
8. How does this story help us understand the experiences of refugees and migrants in Australia today?
It shows how hard and emotional the journey can be, and how important it is to welcome and support people who come here for safety. It helps us build empathy and understand that everyone deserves to feel safe and accepted.

Resource #3 Creating a Nation source analysis

Once you have viewed the video Creating a Nation – Peter's Story, complete the source analysis retrieval chart below. 

	
	Topic
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Origin
	What kind of source is this?


	

	2
	Purpose
	Who is the speaker?



	

	3
	Content
	When and where is the video produced?


	

	4
	Context
	Why was this video created?



What message or story is it trying to convey?

	

	5
	Perspective
	Whose point of view is represented?

Are there any biases or limitations in this source?

	

	6
	Usefulness
	How useful is this source for understanding migration to Australia?

What other sources would help build a fuller picture?

	






Extension questions
· What surprised you about Peter’s journey?
· How do you think Peter’s experience compares to other migrants?
· What does this story tell us about Australia's migration history and identity?



Resource #4 Creating a Nation source analysis TEACHER COPY
	
	Topic
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Origin
	What kind of source is this?


	This is a video interview, which serves as an oral history. It captures Peter Bennett’s personal recollections of his migration experience to Australia as a child.
The source features Peter Bennett and was produced by ABC Education as part of the Creating a Nation series. It was created to support learning about Australia's migration history through firsthand accounts.

	2
	Purpose
	Who is the speaker?



	The video aims to educate viewers about the child migration scheme and its impact on individuals like Peter. It also seeks to preserve personal stories that contribute to Australia’s national identity.

	3
	Content
	When and where is the video produced?


	Peter describes being sent from England to Australia at age 11, living at Fairbridge Farm School, and feeling abandoned by his family. He shares both the hardships and the resilience he developed during his time in institutional care.

	4
	Context
	Why was this video created?



What message or story is it trying to convey?

	The child migration scheme was a post-war policy that brought thousands of British children to Australia, often without full parental consent. Peter’s story reflects the emotional and social consequences of this policy on young migrants.

	5
	Perspective
	Whose point of view is represented?

Are there any biases or limitations in this source?

	The story is told from Peter Bennett’s point of view, offering a deeply personal and emotional account. While it provides valuable insight, it represents only one experience and may not reflect the full range of outcomes for child migrants.

	6
	Usefulness
	How useful is this source for understanding migration to Australia?

What other sources would help build a fuller picture?

	This source is useful for understanding the human impact of migration policies and the lived experiences of child migrants. However, additional sources such as government records or other migrant stories would help provide a broader historical context.




Resource #5: Debate prompts

1. Australia’s child migration scheme was a necessary part of building the nation.

2. Personal stories like Peter Bennett’s should be central to how we teach Australian history.

3. Migration always leads to a better life.

4. The government should apologise for past migration policies that caused harm.

5. Australia’s national identity has been shaped more by migration than by colonisation.

6. Stories like Peter’s are no longer relevant to young Australians today.
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