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2.3 Complexity of identity and international diversity
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Australia as an international identity
Lesson overview
This lesson explores significant events in the history of Australia that have led to shaping Australia’s identity through the analysis of related historical sources.
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons. 
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them. 
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes: 
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment 
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so 
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away) 
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films) 
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson 
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out 
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons 
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.

Lesson specific consideration
[bookmark: _Int_KfPY7R8U]This task includes many suggested questions and viewing material. It is advised that you read through these carefully prior to the lesson and ensure that questions that are selected are mindful of the personal and cultural context of your students.
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Curriculum content 
 
	Year 7 
	Year 8 

	History
	Geography

	Major time periods in history, including Deep Time History of Australia.
	The reasons for, and effects of, international migration in Australia.



Learning intention
Students will learn how historical events have created a diverse Australian identity through the analysis of historical sources.
Success criteria 
Students will: 
· describe the impact of the historical events on Australians’ identity 
· analyse the reliability, purpose and perspectives of historical sources.
Key terminology
· Culture - the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing shared values, beliefs, expectations, attitudes, assumptions and norms formed through similar experiences. Culture is not just about ethnicity. It is dynamic and constantly changing. It is the shared system of learned and shared values, beliefs and rules of conduct that make people behave in a certain way. It is a process for perceiving, believing, evaluating and acting. It is a lens through which we view the world.
· Identity - a person’s conception and expression of their individuality or association with a group. In this curriculum, identity refers to a person's sense of belonging to a culture or to a state or nation, a region or at a global level. It is a feeling one shares with a group of people, regardless of one's citizenship status.
· Multiculturalism - a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds.  Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. CaLD communities are integral to our vibrant society.
· Perspective/s - a person’s perspective is their point of view; the position from which they see and understand the world and events going on around them. People in the past may have had different points of view about a particular event, depending on their age, gender, social position and their beliefs and values. Historians also have perspectives and this can influence their interpretation of the past. In Geography, perspective also refers to the view presented in a photograph or map, for example an aerial view in a photograph and an oblique view in a sketch map can be used to represent different perspectives of the same landscape.
Suggested discussion
· What are cultural events and holidays that we celebrate in Australia?
· Which historical events have shaped our multicultural society?
· How do you think Australia’s multicultural identity will continue to evolve in the future?






Activity 1: Australian identity as a timeline

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 Significant events impacting Australian migration – timeline activity
· Note: Students are required to cut this up and place in order
· Appendix Resource #2 Significant events impacting Australian migration TEACHER COPY
· Appendix Resource #3 Australia’s multicultural history TEACHER COPY
· Optional: Timelines: How to History – History Trust of South Australia.



1. Facilitate a class brainstorm of any historical events related to Australia that students can recall. Ask how historical events can shape a nation’s culture and identity.

2. Place students into groups of 3 or 4. Use Resource #1 and ask students to cut up the worksheet into strips and organise the historical events in chronological order. Resource #2 is a teacher’s copy.

3. Provide students with the required resources to create a timeline and direct them to choose 8 historical events to create a timeline which includes:
· the event
· the date(s)
· a description
· how it affected Australia’s identity.
· Resource #3 includes additional events from Resource #1 if students want to choose other events, and suggested answers. 
· Optional: The History Trust of South Australia has resources on constructing timelines and a template for students.

4. Conduct a class discussion about how these events have shaped Australia’s multicultural identity using the following prompts:
· Which event do you think had the most significant impact on Australian culture and identity? Why?
· How do you think Australia's history of immigration has shaped its current culture?
· What similarities and differences do you notice between the events on your timeline?
· Can you identify any cultural traditions or practices in your own life that have been influenced by Australia's multicultural history?
· How do you think learning about these historical events can help us better understand and appreciate the diverse cultures in Australia today?
· What lessons can we learn from Australia's history of multiculturalism that can be applied to current global issues?
















Activity 2: Australian identity through image analysis 

	Resources required:
· Student access to What's the source? or printed by teacher
· Appendix Resource #4 Source analysis questions.



1. Inform students that they will be analysing a range of primary sources that reflect the experience of First Nations people over time, and the impact of migration from the Australian Museum’s Unsettled exhibition.

2. Direct students to the Australian Museum source analysis activity individually or in pairs. 
· Teachers are encouraged to model the analysis of one source before students start.
· Provide students with Resource #4 to analyse the sources.
· Is it a primary or secondary source? When was the source created and who created it?
· Why was this source created? What is the content of the source? Who was the intended audience?
· What is the perspective presented in this source? Are there certain opinions or beliefs that it presents? Why do you think the source is presented in this way?
· How reliable is it as a historical source? Are there other sources that back up the evidence presented in the source?
· How useful is it as a historical source? Does it help us understand the historical context?

3. Once students have completed the source analysis, discuss the answers and describe the similarities and differences between the sources and how they think they have affected Australia’s identity.

Reflection
· Ask students to respond to this statement: It is important to reflect on sources with different perspectives to understand the experiences of others.
Resource #1 Significant events impacting Australian migration – timeline activity
 
	Arrival of the First Fleet - The arrival of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove marked the beginning of European settlement in Australia.

	Bosnian and Serbian Wars - Large scale migration to Australia occurred as people fled the Bosnian and Croatian Wars and the Kosovo conflict, seeking safety from ethnic violence and political instability.

	Apology to the Stolen Generations – The Australian Government formally apologised to the Stolen Generations for the profound suffering caused by past policies of forced child removal.

	Abolition of the White Australia Policy - The official end of the White Australia policy allowed for recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, and more inclusive immigration policy.

	Indigenous Referendum - A landmark referendum where Australians voted to include Aboriginal people in the census and allow the federal government to create laws for them.

	Gallipoli Campaign - ANZAC troops involvement in World War I became a defining moment in Australian military history and led to the creation of the ‘ANZAC Spirit.’

	African migration – Seeking economic or education opportunities and/or safety, or to escape conflict, poverty, or political instability through Humanitarian resettlement programs. Migration to Australia increased from countries including Sudan, Ethiopia, and Somalia.

	Earliest evidence of Aboriginal presence - Archaeological findings across Australia in areas such as Northern Arnhem Land reveal evidence of Aboriginal life and culture.

	Ukrainian resettlement – Ukrainians began arriving in Australia in larger numbers following Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, which created widespread humanitarian displacement.

	Uluru Statement from the Heart – First Nations leaders issued the Uluru Statement from the Heart, calling for a First Nations Voice to Parliament and truth-telling to support meaningful constitutional recognition.

	Aboriginal rock painting discovery - A rock painting of a kangaroo in the Kimberley region on Balanggarra Country is the earliest documented piece of Aboriginal artwork.

	Gold Rush - The discovery of gold in Victoria led to a massive influx of migrants from continents including Europe, Asia and North America.

	Afghan refugees - Many Afghans sought protection in Australia escaping the Taliban regime, and ongoing conflict.

	Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) launch - The establishment of SBS provided multicultural and multilingual broadcasting services, promoting cultural diversity.

	Federation of Australia - The 6 separate British colonies united to form the Commonwealth of Australia. This was followed by the creation of the Australian flag.

	Post-World War Two Immigration - Australia experienced a massive influx of migrants from various countries, significantly diversifying the population.

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice Referendum - Australians voted on a proposal to alter the Australian Constitution to recognise the First Peoples of Australia by establishing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice.

	Syrian refugees - Most migrated due to the civil war, fleeing violence, persecution, and humanitarian crises, and were resettled under Australia’s refugee and humanitarian intake programs for safety and stability.

	Vietnamese refugee resettlement - Australia accepted thousands of Vietnamese refugees following the Vietnam War, further contributing to its multicultural society.


 

Resource #2 Significant events impacting Australian migration TEACHER COPY
Resource #1 events in chronological order:
1. Earliest evidence of Aboriginal presence (65,000 years ago)  
2. Aboriginal Rock Painting Discovery (17,000 years ago)   
3. Arrival of the First Fleet (1788)   
4. Gold Rush (1851)  
5. Federation of Australia (1901)  
6. Gallipoli Campaign (1915)  
7. Post-World War Two Immigration (1945-1960)  
8. Indigenous Referendum (1967)
9. Abolition of the White Australia Policy (1973)  
10. Vietnamese Refugee Resettlement (1970s-1980s)  
11. SBS (Special Broadcasting Service) Launch (1980)  
12. Bosnian and Serbian conflict (1990s)
13. African migration (1990s)
14. Afghan refugees (2001 onwards)
15. Apology to the Stolen Generations (2008)  
16. Syrian refugees (2011)
17. Uluru Statement from the Heart (2017)  
18. Ukrainian refugees (2022)
19. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice Referendum (2023).
 


 


Resource #3 Australian identity timeline TEACHER COPY
65,000 years ago – Earliest Evidence of Aboriginal Presence
· Event: Archaeological findings in Northern Arnhem Land reveal Aboriginal life and culture
· Impact: Highlights Australia as home to the world’s oldest continuous culture, gaining global recognition for Indigenous knowledge, land care, and spirituality
17,000 years ago – Aboriginal Rock Painting Discovery
· Event: Oldest known Aboriginal rock painting of a kangaroo discovered in the Kimberley
· Impact: Positions Australia as a place of ancient artistic traditions, respected globally for its cultural heritage
1788 – Arrival of the First Fleet
· Event: European settlement begins at Sydney Cove
· Impact: Marks Australia’s colonial history, shaping its ties to Britain
1851 – Gold Rush
· Event: Discovery of gold in Victoria sparks migration from Europe, Asia, and North America
· Impact: Establishes Australia as a land of opportunity, attracting global migrants and laying foundations for a multicultural society
1901 – Federation of Australia
· Event: 6 colonies united to form the Commonwealth of Australia
· Impact: Australia gains international recognition as an independent democratic nation
1915 – Gallipoli Campaign
· Event: ANZAC troops fight in World War I
· Impact: Birth of the ANZAC Spirit, shaping Australia’s identity as courageous, resilient, and loyal on the world stage
1945–1960 – Post-World War Two immigration
· Event: Large migration waves diversify Australia’s population
· Impact: Builds Australia’s reputation as a multicultural society, welcoming displaced people from around the world
1967 – Indigenous Referendum
· Event: Aboriginal people counted in the census and federal government given power to create laws for them
· Impact: Seen internationally as a move toward justice and recognition of Indigenous rights
1973 – Abolition of the White Australia Policy
· Event: Immigration restrictions based on race are dismantled
· Impact: Reinforces Australia’s inclusive identity, opening doors to global migration
1970s–1980s – Vietnamese refugee resettlement
· Event: Australia accepts thousands of refugees after the Vietnam War
· Impact: Builds reputation as a humanitarian nation and strengthens multiculturalism



1979 – present – Afghan refugees
· Event: Afghans seeking asylum and humanitarian protection due to Soviet invasion, civil war, Taliban rule and collapse of Afghan government
· Impact: Increased understanding of Middle Eastern and Central Asian cultures 
1980 – SBS launched
· Event: Multilingual and multicultural broadcasting service begins
· Impact: Showcases Australia as a diverse and inclusive society with pride in cultural variety
1990 – Bosnian and Serbian conflict migration
· Event: Bosnian War and broader Yugoslav conflict leading to ethnic cleansing and mass displacement
· Impact: Demonstrated support for UN peacekeeping and humanitarian responses in the Balkans
1990s to present – African migration
· Event: A range of conflict and crises including those in Sudan, south Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Liberia and Sierra Leone lead to humanitarian intake increase
· Impact: Stimulated conversations about racism, equity, and social inclusion
1999–present – Harmony Day
· Event: Annual celebration of cultural diversity
· Impact: Reinforces Australia’s international image as a multicultural success story
2000 – Sydney Olympics
· Event: Australia hosts the Olympic Games
· Impact: Global spotlight highlights Australia as vibrant, modern, and multicultural
2008 – Apology to the Stolen Generations
· Event: Prime Minister Kevin Rudd apologises to Indigenous Australians
· Impact: Internationally recognised as an act of truth-telling and reconciliation
2015 – Syrian and Iraqi refugee resettlement
· Event: Australia commits to resettling 12,000 refugees
· Impact: Reinforces identity as a humanitarian contributor in global crises
2017 – Uluru Statement from the Heart
· Event: Call for constitutional recognition and a First Nations Voice to Parliament
· Impact: Gains global attention as a step toward Indigenous justice and recognition
2022 – Ukrainian refugees
· Event: Russian invasion of Ukraine
· Impact: Renewed public support for refugee protection
2023 – Aboriginal and Torres Strait islanders Voice Referendum
· Event: Voted on a constitutional amendment to give Indigenous Australians advisory role on matters affecting them
· Impact:  Tarnished Australia’s image in human rights and Indigenous recognition and as a society Australia is still grappling with its colonial history, race relations, and the tension between equality under the law and recognition of historical wrongs
Resource #4 Source analysis questions

Answer the following questions for each pair of sources from the Australian museum’s website: https://australian.museum/learn/teachers/history-learning-resources/whats-the-source/ 


Source: ________________________________________________________________________

1. When was the source created and who created it? 
______________________________________________________________________________

2. Is it a primary or secondary source? ______________________________________________

3. Why was this source created?

	



4. What is the content of the source? (What is it about/does it show?)

	



5. Who was the intended audience? Why do you think this?

	



6. What is the perspective presented in this source? Are there certain opinions or beliefs that it presents? Why do you think the source is presented in this way?

	

	

	



7. How reliable is it as a historical source? Are there other sources that back up the evidence presented in the source?

	

	

	



8. How useful is it as a historical source? Does it help us understand the historical context?
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