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1.2 Nationality and Citizenship
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Engagement in democracy
Lesson overview
This lesson sequence examines how Australians can engage in democratic processes to influence change. 
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering this lesson.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them. 

Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.
















Curriculum content

	Year 10

	History
	Civics and Citizenship

	The background to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ campaigns for rights and freedoms before 1965 ACDSEH104

The significant events in the movement for the civil rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the extent to which they contributed to change ACDSEH106

The continuing efforts to create change in the rights and freedoms in Australia for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and one other group ACDSEH134
	The safeguards that protect Australia's democratic system and society, including shared values and the right to dissent within the bounds of the law ACHCK094


Learning intentions
Students will learn how Australians can engage in democratic processes to influence change and explore past referendums and protests to understand progress and ongoing challenges.
Success criteria 
Students will:
· discuss how citizens can participate in the democratic process to advocate for change
· explain the role of referendums in the democratic process and how they can bring about change
· describe the significance of the 1967 referendum and its impacts on First Nations people
· discuss the 2023 referendum’s outcome and implications
· describe the historical and current challenges related to racism and citizenship in Australia and how to engage in action.
Key terminology
· Australia’s democracy - is a system of government grounded in liberal democratic values and a belief in civic engagement. It includes a written constitution, a well-established representative parliamentary process based on the Westminster system and a constitutional monarch.
· Democracy - a system of government based on the people of an entity, that is, ‘government by the people;’ a form of government where the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected representatives under a free and fair electoral system.
· Direct action - people participating in person and directly on issues they seek to change, within the bounds of the law.
· Referendum - in Australia, a referendum is a vote of the Australian electors on a proposed change to the Constitution by the Commonwealth Parliament that must be approved by a majority of the aggregate of all voters from each state and territory, and also by a majority of voters in a majority (four) of the 6 states.
· Representative democracy - where citizens choose representatives to make decisions on their behalf.



Activity 1: Democracy and change
This activity is designed to encourage students to think about the key ideas and benefits of democracy in Australia, which links to concepts learned in Year 7 and 8.

	Resources required:
· Accompanying PowerPoint 1.2 9_10 HASS Nationality and citizenship presentation
· Appendix Resource #1 Australian democracy worksheet
· Appendix Resource #2 Key ideas of Australian democracy
· Student access to devices and the internet (optional)



PPT slides: 1-4
1. Provide students with Resource #1 and ask if they know:
· which 2 Ancient Greek words ‘democracy’ is built from
· the definition of democracy
· what a representative democracy is.
· Optional: 10-question Kahoot quiz students can participate in. This was created by the Parliamentary Education Office (PEO) and tests what students already know about how people can have a say and contribute to the work of the Australian Parliament.

2. Ask students to share:
· [bookmark: _Int_MLaLDVK8]different ways citizens can participate in the democratic process to bring about change
· examples from history where citizens have tried to make changes to improve the lives of citizens and non-citizens in Australia or elsewhere.

PPT slide: 5
3. Outline the 4 key ideas of Australian democracy:
1. Active and engaged citizens
2. An inclusive and equitable society
3. Free and franchised elections
4. The rule of law for both citizens and the government.

4. Ask students to think about different ways that Australia is democratic and how they might fit into these 4 key ideas. Group students into pairs or small groups and provide each with Resource #2. Instruct students to select and answer 2 questions for each key idea and be prepared to share their answers.
· Optional: The PEO has:
· additional resources that can help with this activity, including a fact sheet with guidance on what the key ideas mean.
· a knowledge quiz on democracy at the bottom of the webpage that could be projected and completed as a class, or students could answer individually.

PPT slide: 6
5. Ask students to share the benefits of democracy. Some examples are provided in the PowerPoint. Discuss if students agree with these benefits and/or see them in Australia.
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Activity 2: The 1967 Referendum and ongoing rights

	Resources required:
· Accompanying PowerPoint: 1.2 9_10 HASS Nationality and citizenship presentation
· Appendix Resource #3 The 1967 Referendum and ongoing rights



PPT slides: 7-8
1. Provide students with Resource #3 and play the video ‘Talking about the 1967 Referendum – Behind the News’. There are 2 questions for students to answer while watching.
· Restrictions placed on Aboriginal people mentioned in the video include: 
· not being allowed on school buses
· requiring permission to get married.
· Examples of how people got involved to improve equality in the lead up to the referendum included demonstrations and work refusal (sit-ins).

PPT slide: 9-10
2. Check student prior knowledge of referendums. This was covered in the Year 7 Civics & Citizenship HASS curriculum. This could be done through:
· teacher-led questioning
· a PEO Kahoot
· a quiz on the PEO’s website.

3. Explain to students that a referendum is:
· a vote on a proposed change to the Australian Constitution (‘how to change the constitution’ graphic)
· passed if it is approved by a double majority (graphic in PowerPoint).

4. Ask students: 
· How does a referendum keep the powerful in check?
· To name any referendums in Australia they know of.

PPT slide: 11
5. Show students the ‘1967 Referendum – Behind the News’ video on YouTube (4 minutes). You may need to pause the video to allow time for students to answer the accompanying questions in Resource #3. Time references from the video and answers are provided. 

	Time
	Question and answer (in bold)

	0:39
	[bookmark: _Int_pfNn4yAj]Indigenous Australians faced a lot of discrimination, and weren’t counted as citizens of their own country 

	0:57
	In 1962 all Indigenous people were given the right to enrol to vote in Federal elections.

	1:04
	In 1965 Indigenous workers stood up against unfair working conditions and stood up for land rights

	1:11
	In the same year, university students protested racism and poor living conditions around country NSW

	2:17
	What are the 2 voting options in a referendum? Yes and No

	2:25
	What was the first step to get a referendum? Petitions
(note, this is the first step mentioned in the video, before it reaches parliament)

	2:31
	Eventually they collected 100,000 signatures, and after 10 years of campaigning there was a referendum.

	2:45
	On 27 May 1967, Australians voted; 90% voted yes to changing the Constitution.

	3:15
	Removing the 2 lines in the Constitution helped to pave the way for what changes for Aboriginal people? Answers may include, counted in population data, land rights and traditional ownership

	3:45
	[bookmark: _Int_9uMXkGsK]What issues still exist in the Constitution? Aboriginal people aren’t recognised as the nation’s First people and governments can still make laws that discriminate based on race.



PPT slide: 12
6. Read the quote from Oodgeroo Noonuccal (Kath Walker) on slide 12: 
· The victory of the 1967 referendum was not a change of white attitudes. The real victory was the spirit of hope and optimism which affected blacks all over Australia. We had won something … we were visible, hopeful and vocal. 
· Review the answers from the video and ask students to discuss what they think about the quote and the outcome of the referendum.
· Optional: The ABC’s Right Wrongs series has a collection of resources from before, during and after the 1967 Referendum which you may want to explore further.

PPT slide: 13
7. Show students the image from the first day of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy and ask if they know what this shows, and/or their thoughts when looking at the picture. 

PPT slides: 14-15
8. Review the information about the Aboriginal Tent Embassy on the next slide. Discuss students’ thoughts on the reasons for the embassy, the government’s response and why they think it was, or is still, important. 
· Optional: you may want to spend more time exploring this event in detail.

PPT slide: 16
9. Play the ‘You’re the voice that will make history’ video on YouTube (2:47). This was a campaign video from the Uluru Statement of the Heart to vote yes that also provides an overview of significant social and political changes over recent history in Australia.
· Ask students:
· how many and/or which events they recognised in the video
· if they know what the final event ‘vote yes’ was referring to.

PPT slide: 17
10. Talk about the Uluru Statement from the Heart. Ask students to share their thoughts on the reference to the 1967 referendum and its significance.
· Optional: you can read or show the whole statement by sharing the website: https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/ 

PPT slide: 18
11. Play students ‘the voice to parliament explained in under two minutes – Guardian Australia’ video on YouTube (1:55). There are 2 questions for this video to answer while watching (answers in bold).
· 0:20 Who would the Indigenous body advise? The government and parliament (on laws and policies that would affect First Nations people).
· Reasons for and against the vote:
· For/Yes: it would improve the lives of First Nation peoples.
· [bookmark: _Int_HTYocZfm]Against/No: it wouldn’t help fix (alleviate) the problems / could divide the nation / some groups prefer a treaty with the government instead.

PPT slide: 19
12. Discuss the Key Findings from the 2023 Voice to Parliament Referendum on the next slide. These have been summarised from 2 reports, from Monash University and the Australian National University.
· Teachers could lead a discussion on students’ thoughts after watching the video and after considering the report findings. A comparison to the outcome of the 1967 Referendum could be prompted.

PPT slide: 20
13. The slide key ideas of Australian democracy from Activity 1 has been included again. Ask students to reflect on the outcomes of the 2023 referendum and how it relates to the 4 key ideas. Would they change anything they’ve written. Ask:
· How did the 1967 Referendum impact First Nations people?
· What do you think were the main reasons behind the outcome of the 2023 Voice to Parliament Referendum? 


Activity 3: Direct democracy now

	Resources required:
· PowerPoint: 1.2 9_10 HASS Nationality and citizenship presentation
· Appendix Resource #4 The power of young people



PPT slides: 21-22
1. Inform students that a USA study found 62% of Gen Z say moral and ethical issues are why they get engaged in politics. Ask students:
· if they think this would be higher in Australia and/or for different generations
· what they think the top concerns of Gen Z in the USA are.

2. Share the results: 
· 
· climate change and environmental protection
· racial equity and social justice
· LGBTQ+ rights and gender equality
· economic inequality and wealth distribution
· gun violence prevention
· mental health awareness and support
· education reform and student debt
· healthcare accessibility and affordability
· immigration rights and reform
· digital privacy and data protection.
· 

3. After reviewing the results, ask students:
· Which of these are most important to you?
· What would you add or change from this list and why? 
· How can young people get involved to support change?
· [bookmark: _Int_EWHiYPTu]Optional: teachers could create a Microsoft Form with a ‘ranking’ question and have students rank the important issues to see how they compare as a class.

4. Provide students with Resource #4 and ask them to write down the top 3 key issues that are important to them, and why they are important. Invite students to share.



PPT slide: 23
5. Inform students that young people are withdrawing from formal politics but are increasing participation in the democratic process in other ways, such as attending demonstrations or protests, boycotts, signing petitions. 


PPT slides: 24-25
6. Share the facts about the power of young people and ask them to share their thoughts or observations. Ask students:
· From what you have learned about referendums and the issues that are important to you, do you think Australia is democratic? Why?
· How could you get involved in action?

PPT slide: 26
Reflection 
· How do young people use direct democracy to address issues like racism and inclusivity now? How does this compare to the past?

Resource #1 Australian democracy 

1. Democracy comes from the ancient Greek words: 
· _________________ (__________________) 
· _________________ (__________________) 
 
2. Define the term ‘democracy’ 

	 

	 

	 


 
3. A ________________ democracy is where citizens choose ___________________ to make ______________ on their behalf. 
4. Identify the 4 key ideas of Australian democracy and outline an example of each to show your understanding of what they mean. 
	Key idea
	Example

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


 
5. Identify 3 benefits of democracy. 

	 

	 

	 


 

 
 
 
 


Resource #2 Key ideas of Australian democracy
With a partner, select 2 questions for each of the 4 key ideas of Australian democracy and write your thoughts below.
	Active and engaged citizens

	Citizens have a voice and can make changes in society.
1. [bookmark: _Int_wXImEZkO]What is a change you’d like to see in your school or local community?
2. Explain how you could make changes in your local community? Who else is responsible for solving problems/issues?
3. Who is responsible for Australia’s democracy? How are they responsible?
4. Suggest ways to make our country more democratic.
5. Is violence ever justifiable? Explain your answer with an example where violence was needed for freedom.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Free and franchised elections

	We get to stand for election and choose who makes decisions on our behalf.
1. [bookmark: _Int_2Hs8lHpH]What experiences have you had with different ways of making decisions?
2. Why should citizens be able to choose who represents them?
3. Why is the media important in a democracy?
4. What powers do voters have between elections?
5. What is the biggest threat to democracy?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	An inclusive and equitable society

	We work towards a society where everyone is respected and free.
1. Brainstorm a list of freedoms you think are important in your school community. Are some more important than others in your school?
2. Which freedoms are most important to you? Why?
3. Is democracy best for everyone? Why or why not?
4. Explain why it can be harder for some people to have their say than for others.
5. [bookmark: _Int_ekBZIMxG]What’s more important—majority rule or individual freedom? Why?
6. How might Australia be different if we were not a democracy?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	A rule of law for both citizens and the government

	Everyone is equal before the law.
1. When have laws or rules kept you safe or protected your freedom or rights?
2. Should the law ensure everyone gets a fair go?
3. Why is it important for everyone to follow the law?
4. Is everyone equal before the law? Why or why not?
5. Is it fair for the law to treat everyone the same? Explain your answer.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Activity adapted from: Democracy discussion starters for all students - Parliamentary Education Office

	
Resource #3 The 1967 Referendum and ongoing rights
Video: Talking about the 1967 Referendum
1. List one restriction placed on Aboriginal people in the video: 

	 



2. Describe how people became involved to support equality in the lead up to the referendum. 

	 

	 


 
Referendums 
3. A referendum is: 
· a vote on a proposed change to the ______________________________. 
· passed if it is approved by a __________________________. 
 
4. Explain what a double majority is.

	 

	 

	


 
Video: 1967 Referendum
5. Indigenous Australians faced a lot of discrimination, and weren’t counted as ______________ of their own country.  
6. In _________________ Indigenous workers stood up against unfair working conditions and stood up for land rights. 
7. In the same year, university students protested racism and poor living conditions around country _______________. 
8. What are the 2 voting options in a referendum? ______________________________ .
9. What was the first step to get a referendum? ________________________________ .
10. Eventually they collected ____________ signatures, and after ______ years of campaigning there was a referendum. 
11. On 27 May 1967, Australians voted; _______% voted yes to changing the Constitution. 
12. Removing the 2 lines in the Constitution helped paved the way for what changes for Aboriginal people? 

	 

	 


 
13. Outline issues that still exist in the Constitution.

	 

	 


 
Protests: The Aboriginal Tent Embassy 
14. The Aboriginal Tent Embassy began on ______________________________. 
15. Outline the motivation behind the creation of the embassy: 

	 

	 

	 


 
16. Summarise the outcome of the Tent Embassy and explain why you think it was significant. 

	 

	 

	 

	 


 
The Uluru Statement from the Heart 
17. The Uluru Statement from the Heart was signed in __________________. 
18. It called for reform to help realise Indigenous rights, through: 
· the establishment of an ______________________________________ .
· a Makarrata Commission. 'Makarrata' is a Yolŋu word meaning the: ___________________________________________________________________. 
 


Video: The voice to Parliament explained
19. Who would an Indigenous body advise? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

20. List reasons for and against during the referendum: 
	FOR (Yes)
	AGAINST (No)

	 
	 

	
	

	
	

	
	



Key findings 
21.  List 3 key findings of the 2023 Voice to Parliament Referendum.

	 

	

	

	 

	 


 
Reflection
22. Explain how the 1967 Referendum impacted First Nations people. 

	 

	 

	



23. Outline what you think were the main reasons for the outcome of the 2023 Voice to Parliament Referendum.

	 

	 

	



Resource #4 The power of young people
1. Identify the top 3 concerns or issues for you right now and explain why they are important.
	Issue
	Reason

	 1.
	 

	
	

	
	

	2. 
	

	
	

	
	

	3.
	

	
	

	
	



Reflection  
2. Explain how young people use direct democracy now to address issues like racism and inclusivity? How does this compare to the past? 

	 

	 

	

	


 










[bookmark: _Hlk212023910]
[bookmark: _Hlk210810109][bookmark: _Hlk210741959][image: C:\Users\e4115445\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Internal M1 Footer.png]© Department of Education Western Australia 2025.This product has been generated or modified using artificial intelligence and to the extent that copyright subsists in it, the copyright is retained by the Department of Education Western Australia.
image2.png




image1.png




image3.jpeg
Department of

Education Shaping the future

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA




