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1.4 Australians from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CaLD) backgrounds
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Changing nation
Lesson overview
This lesson sequence examines the human rights all people are entitled to, and what Australia does to protect or enforce these.
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering this lesson.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them. 

Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.











Curriculum content

	Year 10

	History
	Civics and Citizenship

	The origins and significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including Australia’s involvement in the development of the declaration ACDSEH023
	Australia's roles and responsibilities at a global level ACHCK091

The role of the High Court, including interpreting the Constitution ACHCK092

The international agreements the Australian Government has ratified and how they shape policies and laws, including their response to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


Learning intentions
Students will learn about how Australia meets its internation obligations to protect the rights of all people.
Success criteria
Students will:
· explain the United Nations’ role in protecting human rights and how they relate to Australian policies
· explain the role of social media in shaping perceptions and influencing change
· describe the historical and current challenges related to racism and citizenship in Australia.
Key terminology
· Human rights - the rights that come from being human. That is, the basic rights and freedoms to which all humans are entitled, often held to include the right to life and liberty; freedom of thought and expression; and equality before the law.
· Rights and responsibilities - in Civics and Citizenship, refers to the entitlements and obligations that are associated with citizenship. Rights and responsibilities are a cornerstone of modern democracies. While there are many rights a citizen may enjoy (freedom of speech, the right to vote) there are also responsibilities of citizenship (to vote in elections, pay taxes, perform jury service).
· United Nations - an international organisation that was founded in 1945 after World War II. Its mission is to maintain international peace and security, promote human rights, and develop friendly relations between nations.


Activity 1: Rights and international agreements

	Resources required:
· Accompanying PowerPoint 1.4.1 9_10 HASS Australians from CaLD backgrounds – presentation
· Appendix Resource #1 International rights
· Student access to devices and the internet



PPT slides: 1-4
1. Ask students if they know what rights are.
· A right is a moral or legal entitlement to have or be able to do something. Rights are created by laws.
1. Ask students if they know examples of any rights. The Parliamentary Education Office (PEO) lists the following as examples:
· social and economic rights – housing, healthcare, sanitation, food, education
· civil and political – freedom of movement and assembly, freedom of speech, right to protest, freedom of religion.

PPT slide: 5
1. Ask students if they know what human rights are and how they might be different from rights and responsibilities.
· They are protected by international law through the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.
· Article 14 states that everyone has the right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution in other countries.

PPT slide: 6
1. Play students the ‘What are the universal rights’ video on YouTube (4:46)
· Optional: students can answer the multiple-choice questions on the TED-Ed website for this video after watching.
· Think, pair, share after watching: Do you think human rights are upheld and protected where you live?’ Why/why not?

PPT slides: 7
1. Explain the history of the United Nations and International Law listed on the PowerPoint slide (including the 7-core international human rights treaties). You may want to ask students why they think it is important to have human rights and international laws. 
· Ask students to choose 2 of these that are the most important to them and to justify why they chose them.
1. Talk through the background of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and how it informed the Racial Discrimination Act 1975.

PPT slide: 8
1. Play the ‘Refugee experiences upon arriving in Australia’ video on YouTube (4:25). 
· Ask students to consider the experiences of the people shown in this video and how it relates to the universal human rights that Australia has agreed to.

PPT slide: 9
1. Introduce students to the research task activity. They need to research the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 and the role of the Australian Human Rights Commission, specifically related to preventing racism. 
· Students should share their findings, including which resources they identified, and how they rated their usefulness.


Activity 2: United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
The aim of this activity is to position students to consider the pressures placed on people growing up around the world and to appreciate the many elements of safety, freedom and dignity that living in Australia provides. 

	Resources required:
· PowerPoint: 1.4.1 9_10 HASS Australians from CaLD backgrounds - presentation.pptx
· Student access to illustrated Universal Declaration of Human Rights website (or printed)
· Appendix Resource #2 United Nations Declaration of Human Rights





PPT slides: 10-11
1. Students are going to look at the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) which was introduced in Activity 1. 
· Ask students why they think this document was created and/or needed
· Optional: Play students the 1-minute video on the UDHR which was released in 2023 on the 75th anniversary of the Declaration to prompt discussion or see how student answers compare.
  
PPT slide: 12
2. Divide the class into small groups for a jigsaw activity. Allocate each group 4 of the 30 Articles from the UDHR. Ensure all are covered across the class. Direct students to this website or print and distribute for an offline version.
· Students should discuss their allocated Articles in their groups, and complete Resource #2, and work together to think about why it was included or important.
· Note: The website provides the Article number, title, UDHR wording (in italic) and a summary of the Article in simple language (bold).
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Activity 3: The High Court of Australia and stripping of citizenship 
This activity explores the concept of the ‘stripping’ of citizenship by looking about the High Court and human rights. 
 
	Resources required:
· PowerPoint: 1.4.1 9_10 HASS Australians from CaLD backgrounds - presentation
· Appendix Resource #3 Citizenship and Human Rights



1. Engage students in small group discussions with the question:
· Do you think people who move to Australia should be stripped of citizenship if they don’t abide by the pledge to become a citizen? Why?
· The pledge can be accessed from the Department of Home Affairs website.
 
2. Remind students that the Australian Human Rights Commission’s (AHRC) purpose is to protect and promote human rights in Australia and internationally. 
· They are an independent statutory organisation, established by an Act of Federal Parliament.

PPT slides: 13-14
3. Remind students of the human rights each person is entitled to, covered in Activity 1. Share the following notes on human rights from the AHRC website
· Human rights recognise the inherent value of each person, regardless of background, where we live, what we look like, what we think or what we believe.
· They are based on principles of dignity, equality and mutual respect, which are shared across cultures, religions and philosophies.
· They are about being treated fairly, treating others fairly and having the ability to make genuine choices in our daily lives.
· Respect for human rights is the cornerstone of strong communities in which everyone can contribute and feel included.

PPT slide: 15
4. Distribute Resource #3 and work through the first example (Women from Syria) as a class.
· What was the Government’s reason for stripping these women of their citizenship?
· What does it mean to be ‘stateless’? Why is this a problem?
· How might stripping of the women’s citizenship affect their children?
· Why do you think some human rights groups criticised this decision? 
· Do you think it was unfair to strip these women of their citizenship? Why?

5. Explain that the High Court of Australia brought in a law that it was unconstitutional for a politician to strip people’s citizenship. Ask students:
· Why do you think the High Court brought in the rule in 2022 and 2023?
· Students may make the link to the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.
· Who should decide if someone loses citizenship – judge or politician?
 
PPT slide: 16
6. Direct students to work through the rest of the case studies from Resource #3. 
 
7. After working through the case studies, discuss student responses and highlight any issues related to citizenship, security and human rights in Australia they identified.
The following points could help with a discussion.
· Fair process (Courts vs Ministers): Some people argue that taking away someone’s citizenship is like a punishment. Usually, punishments are decided by courts, not by a single government minister.
· Dual citizenship: Many of these laws only apply to people who have two citizenships. This is because the government doesn’t want to leave someone “stateless” (with no citizenship at all).
· When the crime happened: Sometimes the law tries to remove citizenship for crimes done before or after a person became a citizen. This creates debates about whether that is fair.
· Loyalty and behaviour: The laws often say citizenship can be removed if someone turns against Australia or does very serious crimes. But what counts as “turning against” the country is not always clear.
· Limits under the Constitution: The High Court (Australia’s highest court) has said some of these laws go too far because they break the rules of the Constitution, like the idea that only courts can punish people.

Reflection
· Which case do you think was the most unfair? Why? 
· Which case do you think was the most justified? Why? 
· Write your own response to this statement: “Citizenship should/should never be taken away because…”


Resource #1 International rights 

1. Compare rights and responsibilities.

	

	



2. List 8 rights:

	Social and economic rights
	Civil and political rights

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




3. All humans are protected by international law through the __________________________________________________________________.


Watch the ‘what are the universal rights’ video.
4. Think, pair, share: Do you think human rights are upheld and protected where you live?’ Why/why not?

	

	

	

	



International law and the United Nations
5. The United Nations was formed in ________________ after ________________.
6. It aims to promote __________________________________.
7. Outline how a human right agreement or international law becomes binding.

	


8. There are _______ core international human rights treaties. Australia has signed _____ of them.
9. Identify the 2 international human rights treaties that are the most important to you.
	

	



10. Explain why you chose these 2 treaties/rights.

	

	

	

	



International Agreements and government policies – research task
Go to the Australian Human Rights Commission website: https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/sex-discrimination/racial-discrimination 

11. Racial discrimination occurs when…

	

	

	



12. The Racial Discrimination Act (1975) makes it unlawful to discriminate against a person because of his or her…

	

	



13. It covers many areas including:

	

	



14. List 4 examples of how the Racial Discrimination Act protects (or has protected) Australians.

	
	

	
	








Go to the Race Discrimination section of the Australian Human Rights Commission website:  https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/race-discrimination 

15. [bookmark: _Int_GbvEGt04][bookmark: _Int_Hcd84hk3]Spend some time looking through the resources, guidelines and projects on their website. Describe 3 of these resources and explain why you think they are or aren’t useful.

	Resource
	Description and usefulness
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Resource #2 United Nations Declaration of Human Rights jigsaw
In groups, read through your allocated Articles from the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and re-write them in your own words so they make sense to you: Illustrated Universal Declaration of Human Rights | OHCHR

	Article #______ Title: _____________________________________
Description/summary of Article:





Why is it important?
	Article #______ Title: _____________________________________
Description/summary of Article:





Why is it important?

	Article #______ Title: _____________________________________
Description/summary of Article:






Why is it important?
	Article #______ Title: _____________________________________
Description/summary of Article:






Why is it important?

	What do all of these Articles have in common?
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Resource #3 Citizenship and human rights
Read each case study and discuss the questions in pairs or small groups. Write down your thoughts and be ready to share with the class.

	Whole class discussion
Case Study 1: Women in Syria (2019–2021)
Some Australian women travelled to Syria and Iraq and were linked to Islamic State (IS), a terrorist organisation. After IS collapsed some women ended up in a detention centre in Syria, with their children. Under the Australian Citizenship Act, at the time, at least 3 women were stripped of their Australian citizenship. This left the women and children stuck in refugee camps and stateless (having no recognised nationality). This meant that they could not return to Australia. Human rights groups argued that this was unfair and against international law. 
In 2022 and 2023 the High Court of Australia ruled that it was unconstitutional for politicians to have the power to remove someone’s citizenship. 



1. What was the Government’s reason for stripping these women of their citizenship?
2. What does it mean to be ‘Stateless’? Why is this a problem?
3. How might stripping of the women’s citizenship affect their children?
4. Why do you think some human rights groups criticised this decision? 
Space for notes while discussing:

	

	

	

	

	




	Case Study 2: Benbrika (2023)
Benbrika was serving jail time for terrorism offences. The government tried to take away his citizenship while he was still in prison. The High Court said this gave too much power to politicians and the decision should be left to Judges.



Questions:
5. Is it fair to punish someone twice — prison and loss of citizenship? Justify your answer.
	

	





6. Do you think cancelling citizenship makes Australia safer? Explain your answer.

	

	

	




	Case Study 3: Jones (2023)
Jones became an Australian citizen, but years earlier he had committed a serious crime. The government cancelled his citizenship because of that crime, even though it happened before he was naturalised. The High Court said in some cases this cancellation power can be valid, but it raised questions: is it fair to lose citizenship for something in your past?



7. Should past mistakes affect someone’s the ability for someone to become a citizen? Why do you think this?
	

	

	



8. How far back should the government be allowed to go when looking at someone’s past? Justify your answer.
	

	

	




	Case Study 4: Nystrom (2011)
Stefan Nystrom was born in Sweden but moved to Australia as a baby. He lived in Australia all his life, had an Aussie accent, and saw himself as Australian. But because he never got citizenship, only permanent residency, the government cancelled his visa after some crimes and deported him. The UN said this was wrong and unfair — he belonged to Australia.



9. Do you think someone who grows up in Australia should always be given citizenship? Why?
	

	

	




10. Was it fair to deport Nystrom to a place he had no connection with? Why? Suggest an alternative decision. 
	

	

	




Reflection

11. Which case study do you think was the most unfair? Why? 
	

	

	



12. Which case study do you think was the most justified? Why? 

	

	

	



13. Write your own response to this statement: 
Citizenship should/should never be taken away because… 
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