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2.1 Diversity and stereotype
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Challenging the stereotype of Australia’s identity 
Lesson overview
This lesson sequence encourages students to think about how stereotypes affect the way people can take part in Australian society and the role of social media in shaping perceptions of people, both positively and negatively. 
Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering this lesson.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them.

Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.














Curriculum content

	Year 9

	Civics and Citizenship
	Geography

	How social media and other emerging technologies are used to influence people’s understanding of political issues ACHCK076

How young people can participate in and contribute to civic life in Australia and as a global citizen
	The perceptions people have of place, and how this influences their connections to different places ACHGK065

The ways transportation, and information and communication technologies (ICT) are used to connect people to services, information and people in other places ACHGK066



Learning intentions
Students will learn how identities are formed and can change and describe the dangers of stereotypes. They will investigate how the media can be used to perpetuate stereotypes and cause harm and to create change.

Success criteria 
Students will:
· identify key aspects of their own personal identity and how others might see them differently
· compare stereotypical traits of Australia’s identity with their own experience and views
· explain positives and negatives of media and how it can affect racism and change in Australia.
Key terminology
· Direct action - people participating in person and directly on issues they seek to change, within the bounds of the law
· Empathy - is an understanding of the past from the point of view of a particular individual or group, including an appreciation of the circumstances they faced, and the motivations, values and attitudes behind their actions
· Identity - a person’s conception and expression of their individuality or association with a group. In this curriculum, identity refers to a person's sense of belonging to a culture or to a state or nation, a region or at a global level. It is a feeling one shares with a group of people, regardless of one's citizenship status
· Microaggressions - a verbal or nonverbal slight that impacts an individual who might identify as being from a marginalise or nonmainstream community, which can be intentional or unintentional
· Multicultural - is a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds.  Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. CaLD communities are integral to our vibrant society
· Social cohesion - the ability of a society’s members to cooperate in the community, often demonstrated through common values, beliefs or behaviours. Social cohesion allows individuals to see themselves as part of a greater whole and creates a sense of belonging.
· Stereotype - an oversimplified generalisation about a person or group of people without regard for individual differences

Activity 1: Australia’s national identity

1. Write ‘Who am I?’ on the board and facilitate a class discussion about the types of answers that come to mind when students think about this question. Write student responses as a mind map on the board. If necessary, prompt students by suggesting the following categories:
· role in a family (e.g. daughter, sister)
· hobbies and interests (e.g. guitar player, football fan) 
· background (e.g. religion, race, nationality, hometown)
· values 
· physical characteristics.

2. Ask students to create a personal identity mind map that identifies what they think are key aspects of their identity.
· Alternative: if your school uses the pathway planning documents, students could complete the ‘Self’ activity instead (pages 1-3 in the Year 9 and 10 versions).

3. Ask students to think about:
· aspects of their identity that might change over time
· what might change depending on who they are with, or where they are
· how others might describe them, and how that might be different to their own idea of themselves
· the term ‘social cohesion’ and how this can exist with so many different people with individual identities and why social cohesion is important.

4. Ask students to identity the key elements of Australia’s national identity that could be used for a mind map. Write these ideas on the board. 
· Prompt students to discuss Australia’s stereotypical national identity.

5. Share the stereotypes and survey results from this website. Ask students if they agree with the results and to compare which stereotypes they thought of.
· State that the first key finding from the survey website is that 2 in 3 Australians believe stereotypes about residents of other countries.
· Ask students what they think of this, and to reflect on their own positive or negative stereotypes of other countries.

6. Explain to students that identities are complex and can be problematic. One of the key dangers of ‘identity’ is the tendency to stereotype. This can occur on a personal, community or national level.
· Ask students to consider why positive stereotypes could have negative consequences, e.g., certain groups being good at mathematics or sport, because they ignore an individual’s interests and abilities. Other stereotypes can express negative ideas about a group of people and hurt individuals and communities.

7. Play the video ‘The Australian Identity Debate – A Different Lens’ on YouTube (10 minutes) and ask students to take notes while watching about any new ideas about Australia’s national identity they hadn’t thought of. 
· Direct students to use a ‘Plus, Minus, Interesting’ template while viewing and share their notes with a partner after viewing.
· Pause the video while watching to discuss key points.




8. After viewing the video, discuss Australia’s national identity and the ideas students suggested for the mind map.
· How accurately does this describe individual Australians?
· What aspects are uniquely Australian? 
· What are positives & negatives of national identity?
· Are there people who might feel a sense of belonging or excluded from the ideas?
· What is it that we can be proud of regarding our national identity? 
· What can we do to use the concept of national identity in a positive way?
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Activity 2: The influence of social media
This lesson encourages students to consider how social media can affect perceptions and influence change by researching social media campaigns and racism online. 

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 Media and racism online
· Student access to the devices/the internet



1. Distribute Resource #1 and show students the ‘Racism online’ facts from the Victorian Government’s website. 
· Ask students to write down 3 facts that surprised them the most and to share their thoughts after reading, including the impact racism and hate speech online could have on people and stereotypes.

2. Play students the video ‘Racial Microaggressions: Comments That Sting – the New York Times’ on YouTube (3:40).
· This is an American university example that looks at the ways to draw attention to racism (microaggressions) and the power of social media through a campaign (#ItooamHarvard) which relates to the next activity on social media and shaping influences.
· Discuss students’ thoughts after watching. Ask if they have seen or experienced any of the microaggressions mentioned, and if they have seen anything online related to racism and/or social campaigns (positive or negative).

3. Introduce students to the social media campaign analysis task on Resource #1.
· Encourage students to keep an Australian focus. The following could be used:
· #BlackLivesMatter
· #StopAsianHate
· #IAmAntiRacist
· #FightRacism
· #TogetherAgainstRacism.
· Students will research their chosen campaign, including:
· background - who started the campaign? Why did it start? 
· key messages - what were they trying to achieve? Target audience, key platform/actions 
· impact - how wide was the reach? Do you think the campaign was effective? Why? 
· Ask students to share their findings with another student who looked at a different campaign and think about how they shape public understanding and attitudes towards racism.

Optional activity
· The ABC’s Media Watch has a 6-minute segment ‘Taliban tourism’ which could prompt a discussion on the power that influencers have, and the ethics of promotion.
· The e-Safety Commissioner has developed a lesson ‘Respect Matters’ which expands on the idea of online respect and standing up, through scenarios and case studies of professional athletes.

Reflection
· Outline how social media campaigns and/or influencers can shape public understanding of racial issues. Students should consider both positive and negative impacts.
· Explain how social media can be used to promote anti-racism effectively.
Resource #1 Media and racism online
List 3 facts that you found most surprising about media and racism online in Australia.
	

	

	



Social media campaign - research task.
	Campaign name: #

	Background
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Key messages
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Impact and effectiveness
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Reflection
1. Outline how social media campaigns and/or influencers can shape public understanding of racial issues.

	

	



2. Explain how social media can be used to promote anti-racism effectively.
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