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Humanities and Social Sciences | Year 9/10
2.2 Challenging perceptions – sense of belonging and cultural identity
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Australian identity

Lesson overview
This lesson sequence examines how perceptions of place shape identity and belonging in Australia. They explore Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ connections to Country by through a case study of Uluru and changes to tourism.

Cultural safety considerations 
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering this lesson.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them. 
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so

Throughout this lesson, when discussing Aboriginal people’s connection to Country, it is important to consider those who may live off Country or those without a connection, and to build a sense of cultural safety. Read more cultural considerations from the ABC’s website which relate to activities in this lesson.






Curriculum content 
	Year 9 

	Geography

	The perceptions people have of place, and how this influences their connections to different places.
The effects of people’s travel, recreation, cultural or leisure choices on places, and the implications for the sustainability of these places.



Learning intention
Students will explain how perceptions influence people’s sense of belonging to places by investigating differing perceptions of Uluru. They will evaluate the environmental and cultural impacts of tourism and its importance for the identify of all Australians.

Success criteria
Students will:
· explain how people’s perceptions of place shape identity and belonging
· compare the perspectives of cultural sites of significance for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and tourists
· explain strategies to sustainably manage environments and the importance of this.

Key terminology
· Attachment to place - people’s emotional feelings about and identification with places, which can contribute to their personal wellbeing and sense of identity
· Connection/s - is about the ways that people and places and other people and places are connected to each other through many different ways such as environmental processes, the movement of people, flows of trade and investment, the purchase of goods and services, cultural influences, the exchange of ideas and information, political power and international agreements. These connections can be complex, reciprocal or interdependent, and have a strong influence on our perceptions and sense of connection to other people and places
· Country/Place - a Country is a space mapped out by physical or intangible boundaries that individuals or groups of Aboriginal Peoples occupy and regard as their own. It is a space with varying degrees of spirituality. A Place is a space mapped out by physical or intangible boundaries that individuals or groups of Torres Strait Islander Peoples occupy and regard as their own. It is a space with varying degrees of spirituality
· Culture - is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing shared values, beliefs, expectations, attitudes, assumptions and norms formed through similar experiences. Culture is not just about ethnicity. It is the shared system of learned and shared values, beliefs and rules of conduct that make people behave in a certain way. It is a process for perceiving, believing, evaluating and acting. It is a lens through which we view the world
· Identity - a person’s conception and expression of their individuality or association with a group. In this curriculum, identity refers to a person's sense of belonging to a culture or to a state or nation, a region or at a global level. It is a feeling one shares with a group of people, regardless of one's citizenship status
· Perspective - a person’s perspective is their point of view; the position from which they see and understand the world and events going on around them. People in the past may have had different points of view about a particular event, depending on their age, gender, social position and their beliefs and values. Historians also have perspectives and this can influence their interpretation of the past. In Geography, perspective also refers to the view presented in a photograph or map, for example an aerial view in a photograph and an oblique view in a sketch map can be used to represent different perspectives of the same landscape
· Significance - is the importance that is assigned to an issue or site, or a particular aspect of the past, for example an event, or the contribution of an individual. Deciding on significance involves making judgements that depend on perspective and purpose. Significance may vary over time and from group to group. What was seen as significant in the past may not be considered important today, and what is significant for one group today may not have be significant for other groups

Suggested discussion 
· What is Australia’s cultural identity?
· How is Australia’s cultural identity connected to the natural world? 
· What can everyone learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples understanding of Country, and ways of caring for Country? 
· How do you show respect for, and protect, the environments that you live, learn, work and play in? 
· How is Australia’s cultural identity connected to the natural world? 
Activity 1: Connection to Country

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 Connection to Country worksheet
· Appendix Resource #2 Connection to Country TEACHER COPY
· Appendix Resource #3 Back to Nature – Episode 8
· Appendix Resource #4 Back to Nature – Episode 8 TEACHER COPY.



1. Begin the lesson with an Acknowledgement of Country.
· If possible, start the lesson outside with students and ask them to sit and listen for a few minutes. Encourage students to think:
· What sounds are familiar? Are any unique to this area or to Australia?
· Are there new sounds you haven’t noticed or can’t identify?
· How can we they look after the land to ensure these sounds can continue?

2. Play the clip The beautiful connection between people and Country that includes different approaches to Welcome to Country and Acknowledging Country from First Nations People.
· Ask students to share their thoughts about the significance of connecting to Country for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples after watching

3. Provide students with Resource #1 and instruct them to write down what ‘home’, ‘place’ and/or ‘Country’ means to them.
· Play the ‘Who We Are: Country/Place’ video and direct students to answer the related questions
· After watching, ask students to review their ideas about home, place and Country and to compare the words they wrote down with the themes in the video
· Encourage students to make the link to how we all have a sense of belonging which is connected to our individual and collective identity
· Teacher answers are provided in Resource #2
· Optional: there are 6 videos in this series that could be played and discussed

4. Ask students to think about places that give them peace or belonging, and why they feel that way.
· Compare student answers and acknowledge any variety in the types of places, i.e. parks, water, beach, city, buildings
· Take note of any similarities and which are considered ‘typically Australian’
· Ask students to reflect on how much of our sense of belonging and connection to places is shaped by our family and where we grew up

5. Provide students with Resource #3. Introduce the ‘Back to Nature’ series and play Episode 8 which is filmed in Arrernte Country in Central Australia and provides different perspectives on connection to Country. 
· Resource #4 is a teacher copy
· Alternative: Teacher can adapt the accompanying resource
· Optional: Before starting, consider locating Arrernte Country for students on the AIATSIS map
· Note: The ABC has cultural considerations for teachers delivering Back to Nature classroom resources to read before delivering this activity
· Note: The ABC has background information and guidance for teachers on this episode


Activity 2: Uluru case study

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #5 Uluru case study
· Student access to devices



1. Provide students with Resource #5 and ask them to write down what they know about Uluru and what questions they have. Suggested prompts include:
· Describe what Uluru looks like
· How was Uluru formed?
· Why is Uluru important?
· How might people view the same place differently?
· Optional: The ABC clip ‘How Uluru came to be’ covers the scientific history of Uluru and could be played for students

2. With a think, pair, share, ask students why people visit Uluru. 
· Optional: The NT’s Tourism Industry Strategy 2030 has facts on tourism trends that relate to Uluru (pages 10-11) that could be shared or referenced

3. Introduce students to the Uluru website. Inform students they will be working individually or in pairs to understand the significance of Uluru by completing the A3 table in Resource #5

4. After completing the activities, ask students how:
· perceptions of Uluru differ between tourists and the Anangu people?
· can tourism be managed sustainably while respecting cultural identity?

Optional activities
· The A3 Table could be adapted for students to complete the same activity for a different site in WA that has significance for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
· The National Museum Australia has a classroom resource on the returning of Uluru to the Traditional Owners that students could engage with as part of the rights and freedoms curriculum for Year 10 History (HASS)

Reflection
· Prior to the official ban of climbing Uluru, the number of people climbing decreased. Why do you think that was? 
· How are the tourism changes and increasing number of people visiting places like Uluru indicative of the way we see ourselves as Australians who live in a multicultural country? 
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Resource #1 Connection to Country worksheet

Describe what ‘home,’ ‘place’ and/or ‘Country’ means to you.

	

	



Answer the following questions while watching ‘Who We Are: Country/Place’
1. What different types of connections to Country or place are described in the video?

	

	



2. How does the speaker from the Larrakia Nation describe their connection to Darwin?

	



3. What role does water play in people’s sense of belonging in the video?

	



4. The story of the baler shell and the baby’s foot is shared as part of a family’s dreaming story. What does this story reveal about the cultural meaning of place?

	



5. Several speakers mention leaving Country but still feel a pull to return. What does this suggest about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ connection to Country?

	



6. How does the man who works in land management describe his feeling when returning to his Country?

	



7. One speaker from the Torres Strait talks about rising tides and the loss of land and history. How does this connect to sustainability and identity?

	



After watching
8. How does the idea of “belonging” in this video differ from a general Australian idea of belonging (e.g., liking a place or feeling comfortable)?

	



9. What message does the video communicate about how connection to place contributes to cultural identity?

	



10. 
Resource #2 Connection to Country TEACHER COPY

Video: Who We Are: Country/Place
1. What different types of connections to Country or place are described in the video?
People describe spiritual, cultural, emotional, and physical connections. These include belonging to ancestral land (Larrakia Country), feeling calm near saltwater, relying on rivers for life and hunting, and returning home to feel whole. Each person links identity to land and water through culture and experience.

2. How does the speaker from the Larrakia Nation describe their connection to Darwin?
They say Darwin is “where I belong,” even though they didn’t grow up there. This shows belonging isn’t only about residence but about ancestral and spiritual connection that defines identity and place.

3. What role does water play in people’s sense of belonging in the video?
Water appears repeatedly as a source of life and reflection. For the saltwater Islander, it brings calm and helps with reflection. For the Wiradjuri people, the Macquarie River provides water, food, and a gathering place. This shows that connection to Country includes dependence on natural systems for physical and cultural survival.

4. The story of the baler shell and the baby’s foot is shared as part of a family’s dreaming story. What does this story reveal about the cultural meaning of place?
It shows that spiritual and physical worlds are linked - the land and sea hold creation stories, ancestry, and totems. Place is not just geography; it is identity, lineage, and spirituality embodied in Country.

5. Several speakers mention leaving Country but still feel a pull to return. What does this suggest about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ connection to Country?
It shows that connection is ongoing, even when people move away for work, study, or urban life. Country continues to shape belonging and identity. Returning “revitalises,” restoring strength, balance, and cultural continuity.

6. How does the man who works in land management describe his feeling when returning to his Country?
He says it feels like the place “knows you” and you don’t have to worry. This expresses mutual recognition—Country and person are in relationship. It reflects the Indigenous worldview where people and land care for each other.

7. One speaker from the Torres Strait talks about rising tides and the loss of land and history. How does this connect to sustainability and identity?
Rising sea levels threaten cultural sites and community survival. The speaker’s decision to study civil engineering shows intergenerational responsibility, using modern knowledge to protect cultural heritage and sustain future belonging to Country.

After watching
8. How does the idea of “belonging” in this video differ from a general Australian idea of belonging (e.g., liking a place or feeling comfortable)?
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, belonging is reciprocal, inherited, and spiritual. It’s not just comfort or preference—it’s responsibility, ancestry, and identity. Country is part of the person, not separate from them.

9. What message does the video communicate about how connection to place contributes to cultural identity?
Connection to Country sustains culture, purpose, and resilience. It shows that identity is tied to land, water, and ancestral stories. Protecting these places sustains both the environment and the culture that depends on them.
Resource #3 Back to Nature – Episode 8

Questions adapted from the ABC Education activity related to the Back to Nature series.
Episode 8: Red Earth Heart

Altjira
1. How is Altjira described by Aaron and the Arrente people?

	



Alherrkentye (Trephina Gorge)
2. Why is the dirt red?

	



3. In this episode, we hear that quartzite is the most durable rock on Earth. How does this reflect the spirit of the land? Discuss the land's resilience in maintaining life in dry conditions.

	

	



Storytelling
4. What messages do Paul and Damian share in this episode?

	



5. How do they share their stories?

	



6. What do they teach us about Aboriginal people and Country?

	



Giant ghost gum
7. What is so unique about this tree?

	



8. How does Aaron know about the tree's root system?

	



Paul Williams and Damian Ryder
9. What are these 2 men responsible for?

	



10. How do they feel being on Country?

	



11. What do they hope younger generations will learn and feel?

	



12. Wherever you go, you can connect with the land. 
How can the land speak to us to guide us in a direction?

	




Pmurlangkinya (Palm Valley)
13. What is Pmurlangkinya home to, and why are they special?

	



14. What do the Western Arrernte people believe about how the palms were born? 

	



Tnorala (Gosse Bluff)
15. Discuss Aaron’s story of how he was born in the sky. What does this mean for him?

	

	



Sky Country
16. What is the significance of the stars for First Nations peoples?

	

	



17. Summarise the story from the stars and the land, known as Dreaming.

	

	





Resource #4 Back to Nature – Episode 8 TEACHER COPY

Altjira
1. Altjira is described as the creator, made everything. 

Alherrkentye (Trephina Gorge)
2. The dirt is red because of the iron oxide / rusting of the quartzite and surrounding rock — it gives the landscape its red colour.
3. Quartzite is called very durable. This reflects the spirit of the land in that the land is enduring and resilient under harsh, dry conditions. Even when water is scarce, life persists. The rock’s durability mirrors how Country holds its form, supports life, weathers stress. 

Storytelling
4. Paul and Damian emphasise “wherever you go, talk to the land.” They carry messages of connection, respect, belonging.
5. They share their stories orally, by walking on Country, by pointing to land features, by teaching through presence on Country.
6. They teach that Aboriginal people are custodians, deeply connected to Country. Country is alive, has spirit, deserves respect.

Giant ghost gum
7. It is the largest ghost gum in Australia.
8. Aaron knows about its huge underground root system through cultural knowledge and stories.

Paul Williams and Damian Ryder
9. Paul is an Eastern Arrernte Elder and traditional landowner (Apmereke-artyweye). Damian is his cousin and land caretaker (Kwertegerle mape).
10. They feel a deep belonging, responsibility, care when on Country. They feel at home, connected.
11. They hope younger generations learn to speak to Country, to understand connection, to feel belonging, respect land, preserve culture.
12. The land can “speak” to us via features, stories, signals (water, rocks, plants). By paying attention (listening, walking, observing) we can be guided.

Pmurlangkinya (Palm Valley)
13. Pmurlangkinya is home to red cabbage palms (in a desert oasis). They are special because they survive in an arid environment, form a rare oasis.
14. Western Arrernte believe the palms were born from sparks of fire from Urabunya, blown across Country.

Tnorala (Gosse Bluff)
15. Aaron relates a story that he was “born in the sky.” In the Western Arrernte Dreaming, sky women danced as stars; one placed her baby in a coolamon (a cradle) that fell to Earth, forming the crater. This gives him identity, connection: he is of Sky Country, part of cosmic lineage and the land.

Sky Country
16. For First Nations peoples, stars are significant as guides, ancestors, stories in the sky. They reflect what is on land; they connect people to Country, universe.
17. Dreaming (the story from the stars and land): in this episode, Sky Women danced as stars; one dropped her baby in a coolamon that became the crater of Tnorala. The constellation “coolamon” mirrors the landscape. This shows interconnection: land reflects sky; sky reflects land; people belong to both.
Resource #5 Uluru case study

Write down what you know about Uluru and what questions you have.
	



Research task
Summarise the journey to the official closing of climbing Uluru: https://uluru.gov.au/discover/history/uluru-climb-closure/ 
	Late 1930s
	

	1964
	

	1985
	

	1990s
	

	2010
	

	2017
	

	2019
	



1. Complete the research task and answer these 2 questions after you have completed the table.
 
2. Explain how people’s perceptions of Uluru have changed over time and how this has affected the connections that all Australians have to it.

	

	

	

	



3. Respond to this statement: Tourism in Uluru is important for Australia. 

	

	

	

	

	




Uluru research task
Use the links provided to complete this table.
For each box, use the corresponding link and summarise the topics, including specific evidence and points that you find interesting. Use your notes to respond to the reflection question. 

	Facts about Uluru and Kata Tjuta
	History
	Anangu Culture:
	Nature:

	https://uluru.gov.au/discover/highlights/amazing-facts/ 
	Summarise the history since Early European explorers:  https://uluru.gov.au/discover/history/ 
	Summarise at least one section on culture:  https://uluru.gov.au/discover/culture/
	Summarise at least one section on nature. 
https://uluru.gov.au/discover/nature/ 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Activity:
	Seasons
	The significance of tourism

	Choose at least one activity: 
https://uluru.gov.au/things-do/activities/ 
	Summarise the 5 seasons in Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park
https://uluru.gov.au/plan/when-come/seasons/ 
	Use these 2 documents to summarise the importance of tourism, socially, culturally and economically:
NT Tourism Industry Strategy 2030
Traditional owners of Uluru make a splash using entry fee income | Uluru | The Guardian
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