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Learning intention
Students will explore the defence industry in Western Australia and identify examples of key skills, training pathways, and related career opportunities.
Success criteria 
Students can:
· define what defence industry is
· identify a range of skills used in defence industry jobs
· identify examples of jobs and career pathways within the defence industry
· explain career information for one defence industry role, including training pathways and qualifications.
Resources 
· PowerPoint: Defence industry - Skills, pathways and careers 
· Appendix 1: Defence industry - Skills, pathways and careers student worksheet.
Classroom organisation
· Whole class.
· Individuals.
Preparation
· Familiarise yourself with the lesson content, the PowerPoint and the Other Force website to support students.
· Print copies of the Defence industry - Skills, pathways and careers student worksheet
for each student.
· This lesson is designed to be delivered in one session but may be broken up over multiple sessions.
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Activity 1: Introduction to defence industry
· Open the PowerPoint resource Defence industry - Skills, pathways and careers and follow these steps as you go through each slide.
· Notes: Speaking points and guidance have been added to the notes section of each slide. When you open the PowerPoint file, a security warning will appear. Click Enable Content to allow the video to play.
· Distribute the worksheet (page 4) to students. 
· Slide 2: Display the question “What is defence industry?” and ask students what they think is meant by ‘defence industry’. Expect to hear responses that describe the Australian Defence Force such as the Army, Navy and Air Force.
· Click to display the 2 images, one depicting two members of the Air Force in uniform (Australian Defence Force) and one depicting defence industry. Invite students to respond further to the 2 images before clicking to display the image captions which differentiate between defence force and defence industry.
· Slide 3: Play the short clip and lead a discussion on how the video compared to student answers about what defence industry is.
· Slide 4: Explain the definition of defence industry - ‘The private-sector businesses that design, develop, produce and maintain the products, services, and technologies required by the Australian Defence Force’. It refers to the network of organisations, companies, and workers that design, build, and maintain the equipment, technologies, and services that support Australia’s defence capabilities.
· Instruct students to write this definition on their worksheet.
· Discuss why people might confuse defence industry and the Australian Defence Force. 
· Inform students that working in the defence industry does not mean joining the Australian Defence Force.
· Inform students that private businesses work at the forefront of innovation and that the services they provide to the Australian Defence Force represent only part of their overall operations (e.g., Boeing).
· Slide 5: Display the slide “Why defence industry?” and ask students what they already know about defence industry and/or if they know of any defence industry projects, which may require skilled workers now and into the future. 
· Explain that WA’s defence industry is growing and is set to support 10,000 highly skilled jobs over the next two decades. 
· Explain, for example, that AUKUS will have a big impact on the shipbuilding sector and that a world-class shipbuilding precinct will be built in Henderson. It will need skilled workers for blue/grey-collar jobs such as structural steel fabrication, welding and metal fitting, alongside white-collar professions such as such as project management and cyber security.
· Highlight the benefits of working in the defence industry, including the opportunity to work on innovative technology and to become a leader in the industry.
· Slide 6: Inform students that there are 5 defence capability domains. Ask them to think about what they might be. Teachers could prompt students by reminding them of the 3 arms of the Australian Defence Force (Army, Navy, Air Force). After students share their responses, click to reveal the 5 domains and highlight that WA’s The Other Force website refers to these as:
· Information and Cyber
· Air 
· Space
· Land
· Maritime.
· Slide 7: Ask students to think about what skills are needed in defence industry (thinking about what they saw in the video clip and from the 5 domains). Following discussion, click to display a list of skills. Emphasise that each skill is used across a range of roles in the defence industry, with jobs available at different levels.
Note: The defence industry website contains more in-depth information about each    in-demand skill, its sub-disciplines and associated skills. 
· Slide 8: Instruct students to look at the in-demand occupations within WA’s defence industry on the slide and match them to the descriptions provided in the table. Review the correct answers as a class.
· Slide 9: Highlight the different pathways available to careers within defence industry.
· Slide 10: Watch South Metropolitan TAFE's video on defence industry opportunities as a class. Ask students what they found most interesting about the video and how successful the video is in encouraging young people to consider working in defence industry. 
Activity 2: The 5 domains of the defence industry
· Direct students to WA Defence Industry Domains to complete Activity 2 in the worksheets. 
· By hovering over each domain, they can fill in the blanks and match the domain to the correct description. 
Activity 3: Defence industry occupation spotlight
· Slide 11: Direct students to occupation spotlight page on The Other Force website to complete Activity 3. Display Slide 11 for reference.
· Instruct students to explore the in-demand occupations within WA’s defence industry, choose a job that interests them and complete the table on their worksheet using the information provided on the website.
Reflection
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Ask students to share with a partner the occupation they chose in Activity 3. Students should explain why they chose this occupation, what pathways (VET or University) they will need to pursue and what the indicated salary might be.
Optional activities and additional resources
· Slide 12 provides information on how to access defence industry career advice from the Jobs & Skills centre in Rockingham
· Students interested in learning more about defence industry can spend time reading about defence projects in Western Australia. This information can be found under the 5 domains on the WA’s defence industry page on The Other Force website. 
· South Metro TAFE’s defence career’s YouTube playlist  
· South Metro TAFE’s Defence Industry Pathways Program YouTube playlist 
· Defence industry | Education Resources
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· For Students | Defence Industry​​.
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Defence industry - Skills, pathways and careers - student worksheet
Activity 1 
Define defence industry:

	

	



Activity 2
Go to WA defence industry domains and complete the task below:

Western Australia is home to around ____ businesses involved in developing, maintaining, supporting and implementing cutting edge technology, infrastructure and assets across the 5 defence domains.

	Domain name
	Domain description

	
	Western Australia’s defence industry defends against __________ __________ and builds __________ in an increasingly challenging environment. 

	
	Western Australia boasts world-leading __________ and manufacturing for integrated engine systems, used in assets such as __________ and _________.

	
	Western Australia develops unique __________ and __________ solutions for application in the field.

	
	As one of __________ major national __________ hubs, Western Australia is critical to the delivery of Australia’s __________ __________ Enterprise.

	
	Western Australia’s vast __________ and unique isolation makes it an ideal location for __________ communication stations, _________ surveillance technology and air __________ systems.
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Activity 3 – Defence industry occupation spotlight

Go to Career Opportunities in WA's Defence Industry and explore the in-demand occupations. Choose two jobs that you’re interested in and complete the table below:
	Defence industry occupations
	

	Job title 
	
	

	Job summary
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Other occupation titles
	
	

	VET pathways
	
	

	
	
	

	University pathways
	
	

	
	
	

	Indicative salary range
	
	

	What interests you about this job?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	What other industries might offer opportunities for this type of job?
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