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Australian Identity
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Complexity of Identity and International Diversity

Lesson overview
In this lesson set, students investigate how migration and diversity contributes to Australia’s identity and how individuals can belong to multiple cultural worlds at once.
Cultural safety considerations
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them.
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so.
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Curriculum content
	English

	Language: Language for interacting with others
Understand how to move beyond making bare assertions by taking account of differing ideas or opinions and authoritative sources WA5ELAI2

	Language: Language for expressing and developing ideas
Understand how vocabulary is used to express greater precision of meaning, including through the use of specialist and technical terms, and explore the history of words WA5ELALA4

	Literacy: Interacting with others
Use appropriate interaction skills, including paraphrasing and critical literacy questioning to clarify meaning, make connections to own experience, and present and justify an opinion or idea WA5ELYI1

	Health and Physical Education

	Personal, social and community health: Personal identity and change
Ways individuals and groups adapt to different contexts and situations WA5HEHPP1

	Humanities and Social Sciences skills

	Analysing
Interpret information and/or data collected WAHASS56

	Communicating and reflecting 
Present findings, conclusions and/or arguments, appropriate to audience and purpose, in a range of communication forms WAHASS61



Learning intention
We are learning how identity can be shaped by cultural diversity and how this diversity enriches Australian identity.

Success criteria  
I will be successful in this lesson when I can:
· explain how identity is influenced by multiple factors including family, culture, migration, media and global connections
· explain how international diversity contributes to Australian society
· reflect on how my and others’ identities are connected globally.
Key terminology 
· Complex identity – having more than one influence that shapes who we are.
· Global connections – links people have across countries (through family, travel, sport, media, trade).
· Migrants – are people who arrive in a country from another to settle permanently. In Australia the following terms are used to differentiate between people who settle in Australia through two immigration programs.
· Multiculturalism – is a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds. Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. Culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) communities are integral to our vibrant society.
· Tradition – customs or practices passed down in a culture.

Activity 1 - Vocabulary building 
Students examine key vocabulary and link them to examples of migration and global diversity.

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #1 Morphology word cards.



1. Write the 4 words on the board: complex, multiculturalism, global, migration.
· Ask students if they have seen or heard these words before? If so, when or where?
· Facilitate a class discussion to build on prior knowledge.

2. Display Resource #1 and explain how the words are broken into morphemes, e.g. prefixes, roots, suffixes. 
· Ask students to write sentences using each word and check for understanding. 
  

Activity 2 - Identity is complex 
Students explore how migration has shaped Australia’s complex identity. 

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #2 Australia’s migration BTN video worksheet
· Appendix Resource #3 True and false statements
· Appendix Resource #4 True and false statements TEACHER COPY.


1. Distribute Resource #2 to students and ask them to record answers as they watch Australia’s migration BTN video. 

2. Use Resource #3 True/false statements worksheet and ask students to complete with a partner. Discuss answers with class and clarify any misconceptions. 
· Resource #4 is a teacher copy.

3. Review answers and conclude the activity by explaining that migration and global connections enrich identity. 
· Everyone belongs to more than one cultural world
· International diversity strengthens Australia’s identity and is supported by shared values and societal expectations (fairness, inclusion, anti-discrimination).


Activity 3 - Migration stories  
Students analyse migration case studies that challenge stereotypes and connect stories to Australian values and identity.

	Resources required:
· Appendix Resource #4 Case study cards
· A3 paper.



1. Divide students into small groups. Explain that they will explore case studies to build knowledge about migration and the contributions to Australia’s identity.

2. Provide each group one Resource #4 case study card. 

3. Model one story as an example, then direct groups to read their allocated story and answer the guiding questions.

4. Once completed, ask students to:
· share their case studies. e.g. jigsaw or one student from each group rotates to a new group to share their case study summary and key insights.
· record any similarities and differences between stories on A3 paper.
Optional extension
Students write a short migration micro-story (2–3 sentences) from their own family/community perspective or an imagined one.

Activity 4 – Reflection: Our global Australian identity
Students consolidate learning by reflecting on how international diversity shapes Australia’s identity.
	Resources required:
· Sticky notes.



1. Write “Our global Australian identity” on the board and prompt a recall of previous learning related to this. 
· Ask students to write one response on a sticky note and place it on the board. Possible answers may include:
· One way migration has shaped Australian identity is…
· One tradition or global connection that enriches my identity is…
· Australian identity is complex because…

2. After students place their notes on the board, read a sample of aloud. Organise answers under themes such as food, traditions, sport, global connections.






Resource #1 Morphology word cards

	Prefix
	Root word
	Suffix

	
	glob
sphere, world
	-al 
relating to

	Meaning: relating to the whole world

	
	migra 
move
	-tion 
act, process, or result of an action, or a state or condition

	Meaning: the process of moving from one country to another

	com-
together
	plex
woven, folded
	

	Meaning: woven together, made of many parts

	multi- 
many
	culture 
traditions, values, shared ways of life
	-ism 
practice, belief system

	Meaning: the practice/belief system of many cultures living together
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1. Explain how Lisa and Keenjal became citizens.
	Lisa





	

	Keenjal







2. What percentage of people living in Australia came from another country?
a) 10%
b) 25%
c) 50%

3. Name the reasons for migration and where the people mainly migrated from.

· In 1850s _______________________________________________ 
· What countries did they come from? _______________________
· Post World War II ________________________________________
· What countries did they come from? _______________________
· In 1970s   ______________________________________________
· What countries did they come from? _______________________   

Resource #3 True or false statements
	Read the statement and decide if they are true or false
	True
	False

	Meat pies originated in Australia 
	
	

	Australia’s food, music, and sports reflect influences from around the world
	
	

	Australia has always had many different cultures and languages.
	
	

	You can keep your family traditions and culture and still be an Australian
	
	

	Our identity comes from where we were born
	
	

	Identity is something that stays the same your whole life 
	
	

	Aboriginal cultures are separate from multicultural Australia
	
	

	Migration happened after World War II
	
	

	Australia’s identity is shaped by people and their connections with other countries 
	
	

	Australia’s identity is still changing
	
	




Resource #4 True or false statements TEACHER COPY



	Read the statement and decide if they are true or false
	True
	False

	Meat pies originated inAustralia

False: The meat pie came from England, but Australia made it iconic. It is now a big part of Australian culture and identity 
	
	Ö

	Australia’s food, music, and sports reflect influences from around the world

True. Think of Italian coffee culture, Asian fusion food, K-pop fans, and soccer — all part of today’s Australia
	Ö
	

	Australia has always had many different cultures and languages

True. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have many different languages and traditions that go back over 65,000 years
	Ö
	

	You can keep your family traditions and culture and still be an Australian

True. Many people are proud of more than one culture — like being both Australian and Italian, or Australian and Filipino
	Ö
	

	Our identity comes from where we were born

False. Identity also comes from our family, culture, values, and life experiences
	
	Ö

	Identity is something that stays the same your whole life

False. Identity changes as people grow, learn, and experience new things
	
	Ö

	Aboriginal cultures are separate from multicultural Australia.

False. Indigenous cultures are Australia’s oldest culture and the foundation of Australia’s identity.   
	
	Ö

	Migration happened after World War II

False. Migration has occurred throughout history — from early contact with Macassan traders (from 1700 to 1907) to British colonisation and beyond
	
	Ö

	Australia’s identity is shaped by people and their connections with other countries 

True. Trade, migration, and cultural exchange continually influence Australian life
	Ö
	

	Australia’s identity is still changing

True. New ideas, cultures, and generations keep reshaping what it means to be Australian
	Ö
	




Resource #5 Case study cards
	Italian migrants
After World War II, many Italian families migrated to Australia. They brought new foods like pasta and pizza, as well as traditions such as family gatherings on Sundays. At first, they were sometimes called ‘new Australians’ and faced stereotypes, but over time their culture became part of everyday Australian life.
Discussion Questions
· What stereotype might they have faced?
· How has this culture been included in everyday Australia?

	Vietnamese Refugee (1970s)
After the Vietnam War, many Vietnamese people came to Australia as refugees. They built strong communities, opened businesses, and introduced traditions like Tet (Lunar New Year). Some people stereotyped them as outsiders, but their contributions have shaped Australia’s multicultural identity.
Discussion Questions
· What stereotype might they have faced?
· How has this culture been included in everyday Australia?

	Indian migrants 
Indian people have migrated to Australia for centuries. Indian traditions, such as festivals, food and spirituality have contributed to Australia’s multicultural identity.  
Discussion Questions
· What stereotype might they have faced?
· How has this culture been included in everyday Australia?

	Chinese migrants
Chinese communities celebrate Lunar New Year with lanterns, dragon dances, and food. Many communities across Australia celebrate Chinese festivals, foods and traditions that have become part of Australian culture.
Discussion Questions
· What stereotype might they have faced?
· How has this culture been included in everyday Australia?

	First Nations Peoples
First Nations Australians teach connections to Country and Dreaming stories. Other communities share their cultural traditions in return. This shows respect and inclusion, and how old and new cultures meet to shape Australia’s identity.
Discussion Questions
· What stereotype might they have faced?
· How has this culture been included in everyday Australia?
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