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Australian Identity
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus: Complexity of identity, international diversity and challenging perceptions

Lesson overview
This is the second lesson set in this sequence. Students explore refugees in Australia and investigate how identities are shaped by multiple influences and how international diversity contributes to Australia’s identity. The lessons link English, Humanities and Social Sciences, and Health and Physical Education from the Western Australian curriculum.
Cultural safety considerations
The cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) students must be a priority when planning and delivering these lessons.
Teachers are expected to establish a learning environment that is culturally, psychologically, spiritually, physically, and emotionally safe for all students, particularly for Aboriginal and CaLD students. Culturally responsive teaching practices should aim to create the conditions for students, staff, and families to experience cultural safety in schools and remove and minimise harmful experiences, such as racism in all its forms. Teachers should remain mindful of assumptions, stereotypes and unconscious biases and apply strategies to mitigate them.
Engaging in meaningful teaching and learning about multiculturalism and anti-racism requires teachers to create the conditions for cultural safety in the planning, delivery and assessment of lessons. This includes:
· knowing students’ cultural backgrounds and understanding how this may be relevant to (or impact) the learning environment
· letting students and families know about the planned content and resources in advance so that they can prepare for the learning, and contribute where safe to do so
· knowing any cultural protocols in advance that may impact the lesson (for example, using a disclaimer at the start of a film about people who may have passed away)
· knowing the sensitive language that may cause harm (for example, removing racial slurs or hate speech in films)
· not assuming that students or staff will want to share their cultural backgrounds and lived experiences with their peers during the lesson
· not calling on students during lessons without warning about content that has the potential to make them feel uncomfortable or singled out
· allowing for students, staff and families to provide input and feedback when they feel cultural safety in the planning, delivery and evaluation of lessons
· where possible, checking in with students and seeking their feedback on the activities and learning, if they feel culturally safe to do so






Curriculum content 
	HASS

	Geography
Australia’s connections with countries (e.g. trade, migration, tourism, aid, education, defence, sport) and how these connections change people and places WA6HAKUG3  

	History
Stories of groups of people who migrated to Australia (including from one Asian country), the reasons they migrated (e.g. push-pull factors) and their contributions to society WA6HAKUH3

	Communicating and reflecting  
Present findings, conclusions and/or arguments, appropriate to audience and purpose, in a range of communication forms and using subject-specific terminology and concepts WAHASS61

	Health

	Interacting with others
Skills to establish and manage positive relationships WA6HEHPI1

	English

	Literacy: Texts in context 
Examine texts, including media texts, that represent ideas and events, and identify how they reflect the context in which they were created WA6ELYT1

	Literacy: Interacting with others
Use interaction skills and awareness of formality when paraphrasing, questioning, clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting arguments, and sharing and evaluating information, experiences and opinions WA6ELYI1






Learning intentions 

We are learning that Australia is made up of many cultures, including those of refugees and to appreciate their contributions to Australia. 

Success criteria  
I will be successful in this lesson when I can:
· explain what determines refugee status
· list the rights of refugees
· explain the contributions refugees have made to Australia. 
Teaching note
This is the second lesson in this sequence. Teachers may select, adapt, or combine activities to suit the needs of their students. The sequence can be taught as a single extended lesson or spread across multiple sessions, depending on available time and the depth of exploration desired. Activities may also be condensed or expanded to align with student readiness and classroom context.

Key terminology 
· Refugees - the term is used when referring to people who enter through Australia’s Humanitarian Program
· Discrimination - is the unfair or prejudicial treatment of people based on characteristics like age, gender, race, religion, or disability
· Racism - is more than just prejudice in thought or action. There are many definitions of racism. For the purposes of this set of resources, racism is defined as the process by which systems and policies, actions and attitudes create inequitable opportunities and outcomes for people based on race. It occurs when this prejudice—whether individual or institutional—is accompanied by the power to discriminate against, oppress or limit the rights of others. Any individual action or institutional practice which treats people differently because of their colour or ethnicity. This distinction is often used to justify discrimination 
· [bookmark: _Hlk216691743]Multiculturalism - is a term used to describe the recognition of cultural and ethnic diversity. In Western Australia, it means all Western Australians are entitled to exercise their rights and participate fully in society, regardless of their different linguistic, religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds. Australia is a majority migrant nation and one of the most successful and cohesive multicultural societies in the world, building on over 60,000 years of First Nations culture. Culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) communities are integral to our vibrant society
· Migration – movement of people from one country to another




Activity 1: Challenging perceptions 

Students explore how refugee migration has shaped Australia’s complex identity.

	Resources required:
· Video: What is a refugee? – Save the Children Australia (3:44) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRk8eaW3X1Y 
· Resource #1 – I See, Think and Wonder


1. Ask students what their understanding of the word refugee is. Record on board. 

2. Watch video What is a refugee? – Save the Children Australia (3:44) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRk8eaW3X1Y and ask students to complete Resource #1: See Think Wonder stopping at key points (as outlined in resource). Share as a class at each key point. 

3. Teacher provides the definition of a refugee for students to compare with their initial thoughts recorded on the board. (see key terminology)

4. As a class, students share their remaining I wonder questions and teacher groups them into like ideas. Teacher allocates one per group to research. Scaffolding may be needed for some students. 

5. Students share their research. 
Activity 2: Human rights
	Resources required
· Resource #2 - Human Rights for refugees – Mix and match 
· Resource #3 - Human Rights for refugees – Mix and match TEACHER COPY


Activity 2:  Rights of refugees
1. Watch the video: ABC Heywire  and discuss the following questions as a group:
· How would you describe the man’s behaviour?
· Why do you think he made the comments? 
· What was his motivation for making the comments? 

2. Explain that the comments are often because of lack of understanding. The man’s comments were an example of racial discrimination. 

3. Introduce the Rights of refugees and explain that refugees are protected under this charter. 

4. Students use Resource #2 – Rights of refugees to match the explanation to the correct rights of refugees.

5. Use Resource #3 – Rights of refugees – TEACHER COPY to clarify and confirm student answers. 


Activity 3: Australia's refugees and how they have helped shape Australia
	Resources required:
· Website - Refugee stories
· Resource #4 - Refugee stories
· Resource #5 - Retrieval chart 



1. Explain that the next part of this lesson is about building an understanding of Australia's refugees and how they have contributed to Australia.

2. Allocate one of the stories Refugee stories Suggested stories: Amina, Darwich, Evelyn, Homer, Padam, and Sara. 

3. Students use Resource #4 – Refugee stories to record the story of a refugee to share with the rest of the class. 

4. Use Resource #5 - Retrieval chart and students record as they listen to the sharing of the stories.

Activity 4:  The man on the bus  

1. Remind students that international diversity strengthens Australia’s identity and is supported by shared values and laws (fairness, inclusion, anti-discrimination).

2. Remind students of the man on the bus and the comments he made. Students write an explanation from the man’s point of view describing why he made the comments and how his thinking has changed.


The next lesson in this sequence is: Attitudes and Perspectives: Mutual respect, civic values, fairness, equality and participation.
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	What do you:

	Pause video at:
	hear?
	think?
	wonder?
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	 What am I still wondering about?








Resource # 2 -  Right of Refugees. Mix and Match 
Draw a line to match the refugee right to the correct explanation.
	Refugee Right
	Explanation

	Everyone has the right to be safe
	Many refugees bring skills, stories, and culture that make Australia stronger and more diverse.

	Refugees have the right to seek protection
	It is not wrong to seek safety. Everyone has the right to live without fear.

	Refugees should be treated fairly and with respect
	Refugees are people who had to leave their homes because of war, violence, or danger. They deserve safety just like everyone else. 

	Children have special rights
	No one should be treated badly because of where they come from, what they believe, or who they are.

	Refugees have the right to basic needs
	If someone’s home is not safe, they can ask another country to protect them. This is called seeking asylum.

	Refugees should not be punished for asking for help
	Refugee children should have the same rights as all children:
· to go to school
· to play and feel safe
· to be with their family whenever possible.

	Refugees can contribute to the community
	They should have food, water, shelter, and healthcare while they find a safe place to live.





Resource # 4  - Rights of Refugees  TEACHER COPY
 
	Right 
	Explanation 

	Everyone has the right to be safe 
	Refugees are people who had to leave their homes because of war, violence, or danger. They deserve safety just like everyone else.

	Refugees have the right to seek protection
	If someone’s home is not safe, they can ask another country to protect them. This is called seeking asylum.

	Refugees should be treated fairly and with respect 

	No one should be treated badly because of where they come from, what they believe, or who they are.

	Children have special rights 
	Refugee children should have the same rights as all children:
· to go to school
· to play and feel safe
· to be with their family whenever possible.

	Refugees have the right to basic needs 
	They should have food, water, shelter, and healthcare while they find a safe place to live.

	Refugees should not be punished for asking for help 
	It is not wrong to seek safety. Everyone has the right to live without fear.

	Refugees can contribute to the community 
	Many refugees bring skills, stories, and culture that make Australia stronger and more diverse.



Reference:  The 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees
 




Resource #4 - Refugee stories
Name of refugee: ____________________________________________________

Country of origin


Reason for leaving





Introduction to Australia





Appreciation of Australia






Contributions to Australia






Resource #5 - Retrieval chart
	Country of origin
	Reason for leaving
	Introduction to Australia
	Appreciation of Australia
	Contributions to Australia
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